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not mean to detract from the merit of bis 
. worthy rakes, who have publiſhed on 


the ſame fide of the queſtion, He. had began 


before he knew the deſign of others ; and upon, 


obſerving that his own plan was different, pur- 
ued it, defirous of contributing to the extindtion, 


2 an ancient and generally exploded , ſentament 3 3 


and of furniſbing an antidote agamft 
idgly malignant poiſon of the 01D SERPENT; 


1 inſtilled into the ears of our common mather. - 
= when he gave the lie to God's threatenmg. 


and ſaid unte the eee, Te e We 
1 SURELY, DIE." . | 


— 


NM? ? 

" The mental taſtes of men art as Various. as 
their animal; and therefore a varigty of. publio. 
cations may pleaſe a much greater number, and: 

by that means do more univerſal er vice, . 
of jingle one however well executed: 1 


Te F rithd of Truth will never re; ret, that. 
he Hands not alone in ; ſupport of of it. 


at. ſceing numbers coming in to the aid of a good; -.- 


. 8 8 the author g Ca this Fee 
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1 that ſhould that be 8 af rech, therl 
will not be wanting theſe who hall Her them 
ſelves willing ly to the ſervice of the Lord in 
dęſence of it ; and the more fo, as he will pro- 
baby be prevented by e n 


of: 4 di ferent nature. 


\Syriac Was the vulgar language 6 udea af | 
the days of our po ; EZ 22 ap 4 
every book of the New Teſtament, the preſump- || © 

tion is in favour of its. being written in Greek; 

and we muſt neceſſarily admit that the Evan-* 
geliſit were divinely influenced to give us the true, 
| fenſe of our Lord's expreſſions in the Greek words 
they uſed, which vindicates the repreſentation. 
e of them as though uttered by our Lord. 


The pamphlet tek nel to be anfwrrtd i 16 WRT) | 
- out; and, whatever may have been whifpered 
in private circles, it hath never been properly 
announced te be public, who compiled or whe _. 
| prefaced it. And it ought to be remembered, 
that when gentlemen think it eligible to enter 


. tato the literary world incog, they are not en- 
_ Fitled to ſpetinl reſpect from any excellency of 


private character, but may be fairly treated 4 
N cd were Cob opknoWa.. Gard 41 
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n of F ah Univerſal Salvation 
et EXAMINED. OL 
And ſbeun to be unſerip Ural. 


"Ml NDIFFE RENCE to religivas ſentiments, chonahe 
40, be. of divine revelation, howevet Halli, pro- 
L -naunced a proof of candour, catholiciſm and good 
0 3 ſenſe, mull, upon mature deliberation, appear, ittle 
; other than an affront to the wiſdom of 4hat| Going, who 
| is ſappoſed to have revealed them, 
That the writer of the following. theers pot 
not io ſuch. indifference, cannot be complained | of, by 
.thoſe whe are. endeavouring to ſpread. their own, 4 
ticular tenets,/ v which, though not really noyel, ae e 
do the generality the preſent generation, |. 
Lo oe” When perſons, reject doctrines upon the 'pſea 
-4 of their e ie it is warrantable 40 conyioce them 
of their miſtake ; but it is not the antiquity or noreky 
. of dactrines, that ſhould incline us to receine or reis 
them no- but their being, or not ; being, conisinęd 
* dire or r iugitectiy in the ſacred writiogs. The ap- 
Peal is to be made to Moſes, and the Prophets, to the 
, Evangelilts, and Apoſiles, for it is the Bible that e 


_ tains.the, religion of conſiſtent Proteſtants, aud not the 
_ writings of Origen or Clement of Alexandria, of _ 


e baia dirine. 4 2 


* 


IO 


Should it be affertes, that our Lord's words in Mat- 


= themſelves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's ſake,” 
7 a are to be underſtood Uiterally ; ; and ſhould. ic be broughe 
in proof, that the pious and learned Origen caſtrated 
himſelf, the argument would produce a ſueer rather 
than conviction. 
Whoever conſults the firſt volume of the eiche 
. Meſbeim's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, will learn from thence, 
= | that Origen and Clement were notorious, for intreduci 


5 corrupting it.. 


Or igen. flouriſhed about the year 206, and lived till 


errors.“ Origen, who died in the year 254, aged 69, 


* ſet it up as the teſt of all religion, and imagined that 
_ FS the reaſons of each doctrine were to be found in that 
i -. favourite philoſophy, and their nature and. extent to 
— de determined by it.“ 


i n Mbite, chaplain to Oliver Cromwell, who is 


* — 
— 


| lent, If theſe epithets are qeſigned to bias the mind 
and prejudice the reader, in favour of the chaplain? 8 
reaſoning, it muſt be imputed to weakneſs or craft; 


alſo. 
* Sabration for all Men illuſtrated and vindicated, b. 21. 
14 Moſheim, Vol. I. p. 148. 
„ Vol. I. p. 2321. A 


thew, when he ſays, © there be eunuchs ho have made 


into the church, that © pagan phileſo phy and vain deceit, 
=; (alluded to by Dr. Hartley, but with a different view). 
_ his . _ and for ming ling them * chriſtinnity, and ſo 


enchanted by the charms of the Platonic philoſophy. 


bonoured with the epithets of pious, ingenious and excel- 


Clement of Mtnandria, who was the praxcepior of” 


1 dowardt 220. * His exceſſive attachment to the reign- 
3 ing philoſophy led him into a variety of pernicious 


But to diſmiſs Clement and Origen, aud — to | 


but whether lay-craft or prieſt-cratt is immaterial 
to the caſe in hand. That the chaplain was ingenious | 
oy re from che following anecdote, which will 


* 0 
* *- 5 


1 1 3 4 ; 

alſo prove at the ſame inſtant, that Oliver Cromwell 
was ſtill more ingenious. Jerry while in a: ſtate of 
celibacy was ambitious of matrimonial counexions with 
his maſter's daughter, and laboured privately to gain her 
affetions. Oliver obtained information of it, and, 
- watchiog the opportunity, enters abruptly into the room 
where Jerry was upon his knees before bis Dulcinia. 
The ſight of him in ſach a poſture led Cromwell to 
aſk the reaſon of it. Jerry ingeniouſiy anſwered, that 
be was beſeeching her ladyſhip to intercede on his 
behalf, that he might obtain one of her maids of honour 
(mentioning the name) in marriage. O] crys the more 
| ingenious maſter, is that all ! Well! 1 will help you 
out of your difficulty ; ; and immediately ſammoned rhe 
unſuſpecting innocent maid into his preſence, | enjoined 


der compliance with the wiſh of the chaplain, and then 


law to it, that it was fo and the parties married. 
But jf Oliver's Chaplain was ever ſo pious, ingenious 
and excellent, what is that to the purpoſe * ? No/man is 
to receive the doftrine of Univerſal Salvation upon 
that account any more than that monſter of monſters 
the doctrine of tranſub/tantiation, becauſe embraced 
taught and defended by many Papiſts far more pious, 
iogevious and excellent than ever was Jeremiah White. 
We are told (p. 4) that Mr. White's introduction 
A breathes a ſpirit of piety and benevolence,” it is not 
pretended however that this is an argument in favour of 
2 Univerſal Reſtoration of the human race; and yet it may 
ſerve to captivate filly women, whether in petticoats or 
breeches, who are ever learning and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth; and to make them believe 
| that he has the true knack of i interpreting ſcriprure. . 
I The only anſwer, that Mr. White's benevolent rant 
0 and rhapſody upon the divine goodneſs is Genie to, 
are the following lines of Dr, 27 ung. 
Not 


}: ſenſi, es upon. ſcripture , expreſſions, when we | 
bluſh to practiſe the ſame with human compolicioas, 
| Theſe maxims being admitted, let us paſs on 40.075 


i Not, 525 G0 tpn th? 1 d 


Dey ſet at odds heav'n's jarring attributes; 
And, with one excellence; another wound ; 
Maim heav'o's perfection, break — 2 beams 


Bid- mercy triumph over—God himſelf,” 1 „ 
Ungqeify'd by their opprobrious praiſe: Aber 


A God al! mercy, is a God unjuſt, ”* 


Having done with Mr. White” $ Paddeln ben c : . 


now proceed to his ſcripture arguments, which we. mu 


ſuppoſe have not ſuffered by being printed in the pre- 


A God all-o' er, coũſummate, abſolüte, TS * 
Fulf orb'd, in his whole round of rays er, op 


— 


ſear form ; but it may be proper to lay down before-, — 


had certain principles and rules, to be regarded, while 
we are interpreting the ſcriptures, and profets, to. vene · 
rate them as divine oracles. 


The writers being inſpired by one and the ſame 
| Spirit, no real contradiction of doctrine can be admitted; 


aud each muſt be underftood in 2 ſenſe that accords 
with the whole. 


The meaning of e pallages is is not. to be de · "1 


termined by the ſound of words; but the ſound, of 


words is'to he determined by the meaning of ſuch 


paſſages, which moſt be fixed by the connexion, PI 
cumſtances, and agreement with. other paſſage. 
We muſt. not uſe a violence in forcing partjcula 


M r. IF hite's ſcripture arguments. 
The firſt he produces is from the iſt epiſtle to Timothy 
ii. 3. 4. our Saviour, aha will have all men 10 be 


ſaved, and come to tbe ale abs . He tell 7 ; 5 


The Complaint, Night i 1. 3 


- 2 ˙ 


Ipreſs it, there are almoſt as many arguments as word; 


| o of a8 
8 : 1 A Wo * 2 2 25 5 2 ; 42 . Y 
us that "the letter of this text is fall” and e 


br EL MEN fo br ſuvedh and ſhould” 


but we may preff it io death before we can exttact one. 
acgument from it ju favor of the Univer ſal Re/ 
of the bumar rut. AL u dee in 


n r In 
though ALL neceſſarily meant every rmdfvidual ;. > 


as*thvoph it would be abſurd to underſtand the tem 
with any [imitation'; whereas there are ' many diver- 
ſals in ſeriprure iſe, that, if not underſtood with limi- 
cations, imply the greateſt falſehoods. It is truly” 


ridiculons; to obſerve how ſome trifling geninfes will 
furniſh themſelves with a ſet of univerſali, aud, by 


jingling che kame, pleaſe themſelves and 

Uahappily for the chaplain, he ſays, © the words are 
to be taken in che ſame latitude and extent with other 
places?” and quotes ch. vi. 13. Gd that quirineth 4 


6 : 22 4 £4 * - 
Ee their 
OE iz 74 8. ifs * 


. 


things. Working upon it dy his own example, % 
fetter is full and expreſs, God that quickneth 414 
THINGS; aud yet 41 f. in this paſſage cannot be u- 


derſtood wittiout a Hmitation; for ſtocks and ſtones 


and a number of other inanimate things God doth a ; | 


Jaicken. We live in an age of wonders. Who knows, 
at what fome wonderful interpreter, one of ten thon- 
fand, may arife ſhortly, who ſhall attempt proving 

from this pafſage, rogether with the words of ohn the 


baptiſt—God is able of theſe Nones to raiſe up children 


to Abraham—that the period will come when &niverſal 


animation hall prevail, and the mountains ſhalt ſkip” 


wht real life like rams, and the lite hills like lambs, 


Mr White or his tranſcriber has miſ-quoted' hen 
he ſays our Saviour tells ds, all things live to God. 
Luke 20. 38. for things.is not exprefſed, and 7 
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be implied in the-0r 
by aut elk the ( 


ES). 
zonal, as the Se will know 
reck, which i it is apprehended he | 


underſtandeth. - 
. The original word and its | compound, 1 de tranf- 


lated all, occur, in the maſculine, feminine and neuter, 
- genders, in the ſiogular and e W not fs, 


1278 times. T of 
It is traoflated variouſly by the terme Cha bs” 
fever —whatſoever —whomſoever —all manner of —and. 
ell. When connected with a negative, it anſwers: to 
any; but our tranſlators inſtead of not any render the 
terms uo; thus no fleſh ſhould be ſaved (Mark 13. 20) 
n fleſh ſhall be juſtified (Rom. 3. 20.) 

It often intends every individual without exception, 


and at other times ſignifies only every Lind. or a great 


number, and that even when the number is 4% than 


balf of the kind. It is uſed with like latitude that 
attends the term all, and when the Engliſh idiom. 


will admit, is woltly trapſlated . 
What follows will evince, thar it is by no means 
necefſary, to believe, that every fingle man and vo- 


' man.will be ſaved; becauſe we read, * God will bave 
ALL men to be ſaved!” 


When we are told (Mat. 4. 23) that our Lord naked 


every (as ĩt is in the original and is ſo rendered Mat. 9-35) 


ſickneſs, and every diſeaſe, we cannot underſtand any 


thing beyond what our tranſlators have intimated by 
 fayiog, all manner of ſickneſs and all manner of diſ- 

| eaſe. (The ſame may be obſerved of Matt. 10. 1.) 
i” It would be abſurd to . that all (or even balf 


+ 
| » 4 81. Mark 72. 3 174. Jobo 63 5 oh 


Rom. 71. 1 Cor. 111. 2 Cor. 52- Gal. 16. Eph. 5 
34. Coll. 46. 1 Theſſa. 18. 2 Tbeſſa. 16, . 

2 Tim. 18. Titus 14. Philm. 2. Heb. 51. 1 To. 
Pet. 18. 2 Pet. 7. 1 John 27. 2 John 2. 3 John 2. 
Jude 6. Rives 59. 


through Syria, which was a 


 Hevipg in himſelf, whom the ſcribes rejected.“ Every 
American is aware, that the expreſſion muſt be limited 
or that otherwiſe it is not true, that all they that take 


bo he 


1 


- 


of) the fick and al! the diſeaſed of all Celle flionld 
be brought to him. When it is mentioned (in the 
next, the 24th verſe) that his fame went throughoùt 


| al! Syria, and they brought unto him all fick people; 


nothing more could be defigned than great 
numbers, and yet probably not a quarter of al the ſick 
2 large country. When our 
Lord told his apoſtles (Mat. 10. 22) that they ſhould 
be hated of all men, he neceflarily excepted all that 
ſhould entertain them and hear their words. When he 
pronounces the muſtard ſeed (Mat. 13. 32) the leaſt 
of all ſeeds, could he mean any other than that it was a 
fmall ſeed, one of the leaſt ? as every one knows there 
are much ſmaller ſeeds. What a huge and ſtrong net muſt 


thar be (mentioned in the 47th v.) which when caſt into 


the ſea, could. gather of every kind; if by every (the 
ſame in the original with a//) is intended every one 
whatſoever without exception! Our Lord chargedhis 
diſciples (Mat. 23. 3.) to obſerve all whatſoever the 
Scribes and Phariſees fitting in Maſes's ſeat bade them 
obſerve ; but ir was only that all whatſoever, which 
agreed with Moſes and the Prophets; for they taught 
many things from that ſeat, which were derogatory 
from the glory of God and oppoſite to his holy cm- 
mands. © Had He enjoined an abſolute ſubmiſſion ro 
their dictates, He would in effect have forbid their be- 


the ſword ſhall periſh with or by the ſword (Mat. 2 6. 52) 
When Simon ſaid to our Lord (Mark 1. 37) a men 


ſeek for thee, did he include all the Sadducees, Scribes 


and Phariſees ? Our Lord and the diſciples that attend- 


ed him were Jews, ſome of them eat with unwaſhed 


hands; and yet we read, that the Pharifees and 1 the 


227 3.) When our Lord ſaid, all things are poſſible to him 


| conſent, though it is.afſerted that they 200 condemned 


of, Arimathea. had pot conſented to the counſel ; and 


baptize long after this, it is evident, chat all means only 
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| ſee. a man who told me all things, that, ever 1 did. 


| tranſaction of her life. When our Lord, to encou- 


{ Ts ry * 
i Jews except they moth their hands oft eat pot. (Mark 


that believeth (Mark 9. 23) were there not number lg. 
exceptions ſuppoſed, though the words are full nd 
\ expreſs? The like when * ſaid (Mark 11. bY what 

things, ſo ever ye deſire when ye nm believe that ye 

receive them and ye ſhall have ibem: and again (Mark 
13. 13.) ye ſhall be hated of all men for my names 
ſake: and again (ver. 23.) behold I have foretold you 
all things. Did every individual of the Tewiſh . council 


mm Ro td 5, wn. oO wh att 


him, i. e. Chriſt, io be guilty of death (Mark 14. 64) 
. When we read (Lake 23, 510 that the conbſellor * Tofeph 


- 


+ oe a ns os. 


deed of them? _ 
We are informed (Luke 3. . 21). that 4% the people 
were baptized by John; but from John's contipving to 


A1. numbers of all ranks and profeſſions. among the 

' Onr Lord tells the Phariſees (Luke 1 6. 16.) 
an every. man preſſed into the kingdom of God; 
and yet they, ſo far from doing it, hindered. hers t 


all they could. When Luke ſays (19. 70. that they all 1 


murmured at ſeeing our Lord going to be gueſt with 
Zaccbeus, he could mean do more, than that there 
was a general murmur; for among the multitude 
there were many followers, who were ſo attached 
*to. Chriſt as to be ſatisfied with. all he cid. When 
.the woman of Samaria cried out to the citizens * come 


— =" wy me ty 4) At hf, ev» .,, ON. wy 


. 


'Ts not this the Chriſt ?” (John 4. 29.) none of them 
were ſo fooliſh as to imagine, that ſhe ipcluded every 


rage his err promiſes the Comforter, and adds 
Wako 4: e e ſhall teach * all things,” Bs. 145 


— 


- 


3 


Every nation under heaven where the diſperſed Jews' 
dwelt, is evidently all- that is intended; 


= TCEWS . 


not include all the arts and ſciences or other. faper- - 


fluous knowledge; but all chat was necefſary for them 5 
expreſs thee the 


What welds: can de more full and 


following, © there were dwellidg at Jacen Jews. 
devout men, out of every nation under beaven (Acts 2. 5.) 
It is not ovly every nation, but every nation under 
heaven ; and yet there were many nations at that time 


under heaven that were not known to any one in Jeru- 


ſalem ; though we ſhould admit that America was not 


is moſt probable, 


then peopled, whereas the contrary 


The diſciples, 
we are informed, had all things common (Ads 2. 44) 
but he that would infer from thence, that it was fon - 
every particular is not a fit member for either religious 
or civil ſociety, and would dot be admitted to refide 


long even among Indians, was he to attempt reducing his 
principles 
15.) thou ſhalt be his witneſs unto a men,” though 
there were millions to whom Paul never preached; nor 


to practice. Ananias fays to Sau (Acts 22. 


wrote, and to whom his very name was unkncmn. 
The apoſtle Paul writes of himfelt (Rom. 7. 8 


Sin raking occaſion by the commandment wrought in 


me all concupiſcence; the tranſlators have Juſtly ren- 
dered it all manner e coticupiſcence. Again (1 Cor. 6. 


12) © all things are lawful unto me; though none 


reftified more ſtrongly againſt all things that were ſiu- 


ful, and to his being under the law to Chriſt, and nog 
without law to God. - He was made all things to al{ . 
men, that he might by all means fave ſome; (1 Cor. 9. 


22.) and yet was never a ſinful conformiſt to the man» 
ners and cuſtoms of the vicious, though rich, mighty and 
noble, aud therefore muſt be underſtood accordingly: 


the ſame when he ſays I pleaſe ol! men in all things 


(t Cor, 10. 33 ) for tho' _ matters of uu indifference 
- 


' mo one was more condeſcendiag ; and in ell ſack 
things he was pliable as a thread; yet, when truth and 
holineſs were concerned, he was firm as the rock and 


as to argue, that there were no diſintereſted chriſtians 


and yet we know, that there is much evil that hath 
nothing to do with the love of money, and doth not 


8 


bold as the lion. Charity which believeth 4/ thiogs 
and hopeth all things (1 Cor. 13. 7.) cannot believe * 
hope any thing inconſiſtent here win. : 

How unreaſonable, arbitrary and cruel would i it be 


for a man to argue from his reading (Eph. 5. 24) let 
the wives be fabjet to their -6wn huſbands in 

every thing,” that his wife was patiently to ſubmit to 
every cruelty and to every command, that he is. pleaſed 
to lay her under, when intoxicated wich wine, with 


rage, or attachments to other women. As unreaſonable 


but Timothy, when the apoſtle wrote (Phil, 2.21.) © for 
all ſeek their own thiogs, not the things of Jeſus 


Chriſt.” © 


1o the firſt epiſtle to Timothy (6. 10) the apoſtle 
tells us, * the love of money is the rot of all evil * 


grow upon that root. He ſays in his letter to Titus 


(2. 11.) that © the grace of God. viz. in the goſpel 


diſpenſation; * hath appeared to all wen,” which 2 maſt : 
be underſtood as intending men of all nations ranks and 
orders; for every individual man, even a bad | 


. not been made acquainted with the goſpel.. 


John tells us in the Revelation (5. 13 * « and every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 


under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, aud all 
things that are in them, heard 1 ſaying, Bleſſiog 
and bonour and glory and power be unto him that 


firteth upon the throne and to the Lamb forever and 
ever.” Will a perſon of any ſeuſe ſuppoſe from hence, 
that every thing that was before mute became vocal; 


end not rather, that all nature in different ways — : 


in n this ſong of praiſe, . When 7 


A 


man hid themſelves from the wrath of the 


| when che foundations of the wall of the heavenly 


1 vil have ALL men to be faved,” | 


„ 3 
When we read, that every bond man and every freed | 
Lam Rev. 
6. 15, 16.) we muſt except all the friends of the 


Lamb. When the beaſt cauſeth a/l both ſmall and 
| gret, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark 


in their right hand or in their foreheads (Rev. 13. 16.) 
— — the words are ſo full and expreſs we 
maſt exclude every one whoſe faithtulneſs and atiach- 


ments to Chriſt would not admit of their compl ing. 


When Babylon becomes the hold of. every foul ſpirit 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful-bird. (Rer. 18. 2.) 


4 we cannot ſuppoſe, that foul ſpirits, unclean and hateful 


birds are to be found in no other part of the univerſe. 
than Babylon: nor can we underſtand the phraſe lite- 


i rally when it aid (verſe 24) in her was found the 


blood of all that were flain upon the earth. When 


all the follls are called upon to come and gather them- 
ſelves together unto the ſupper of the great God, 
that they might eat the fleſh of all men (Rev 19. 18.) 
| both free and bond; both ſmall and great, the fleth 


of the enemies of God is all that can be meant. And 


Jeruſalem ace ſaid to be garniſhed with every precious 


ſtone (Rev. 21. 19.) the ſenſe is no more than our 


tranſlators apprehended and have expreſſed by a 


manner of precious ſtones. 
But as ſaith Dr. Doddridge it would be endleſs to 


_ enumerate the texts, where common ſenſe requires us 


to take the word all in this general manner.” 
We may fairly conclude, from this induction of par- 


n ticulars, that we are not bound to admit, that no one. 


whatſoever, let him be the moſt abandoned profligate 


that ever exiſted, will miſs of fna/ ſalvation, becauſe 


the apoſtle has uſed the term ALL, and ſaid "008 


4 - 
ee” 1 
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| | Bit (ould we admit of Mr, White's. interpretation, ; 
Ls that all men means the whole human race, not à fingle 
ſoul excepted, yet his favourite doctrine could not de 
ſupported by this text. He tells us indeed, © it is not ad 
. Gad would have all to be ſaved by his good ill, but 
that he authoritatively wills it: willi it as a being 
of ſupreme, uncontroulable power, a being that will. be 
| obeyed, It is a fixed, determined, immutable bevy not 
ttanſient, nor revocable. Thus powerfully, and irre- 
H does God woul all men to be ſaved,” Boldly 
aſſerted! When a man is haranguing and has a poiat 
to carry, there is nothing like declaring. roundly and , 
with the utmoſt confidence, without diſcoveriog. the © 
leaſt change of countenance or trepidation of voice,” - 
the ſtory is true, it is certainly ſo, let it be eyer ſo 
c“ contrary to reaſon, ſcripture or facts; for he will fing 
ſome, who will credit him upon it, even ſome wha. 
are ſenſible and - judicious iv other reſpects; but, 
through weakneſs 8 intellectual nerves, they ſuffer 
themſelves to be tor med out of their ſenſes, by.ahe 
daring aſſaults of deſperadoes in religion. 123 
However, not to be terrified by Mr. White's bold 5 
aſſertions, let us try the truth of them; and their 
5 agreement with his next paragraph, wherein we red 
= s he, i.e, God, pills the end, ſo does he will the 
| neceſſary means leading to it. In order to their being 
Javed, he will have all men come to the D 
of the truth. No man is or can be ſandtißed or ved 
Without the kpowledge of the truth ; God wills there - 
;ore that this means of ſalvation ſhall paſs upon them.” 
But the chaplain. or his tranſctiber has failed to tell 
us where this means of falvation—the kvowledge of 
the truth — paſſeth upon all men. 
That perſon is paſt reaſoning wit who will deny F 
that the SAT by truth mare? mean '-the goſpel. * : 
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is indifporable that nor- one half of the world -j6 
chriſtianized; and that, ſo continuing, it is 
timpoſiible, they ſhould have the 4nowledge of the truth. 5 
But if the end is not to be obtained —— the ge- 
ceſſary means, and the neceſſary means, do not take 
place — if no man zs or can be ſanctiſied or ſaved with- 
out the #nowledge of the truth; and yet millions live 
and die, from agel age. without this knowledge, then 
it muſt follow, that the *0i/l of that Being, who is 
faid to will that ALL MEN come to the knowledge 
of the truth, cannot mean that authoritative will, 
+ Wwbich is accompanied with uncontroulable power and 

is ever obeyed. Seeiog then that God doth as power - 
fully and irreſiſtably will all men to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, as to be ſaved ; and that facts with- 
out number evidence, that all men come not to the 
knowledge of the truth, we are reduced, by dire 
neceſſity, to underſtand the divine will in the text for 
the approving and not the deserminiog and l [+ 
will of God. 5 | © et 

The apoſtle milced no . between God's N 
williog that * ſhould be ſaved, and his willing that all - 
ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth. Let it 
alſo be noted, that the original is nat, who wills fo ſave 
all men, but wills all men to be ſaved, the verb is 
paſſive and not active. Had it been aQive, Mr. White's 
firft text in proof of the certain ſalvation of all men 
would have been far more to the purpoſe; as it is, he 
obtains no ſupport froin it. Qur tranſlators were ſenſi- 
ble of a material difference, between God's willing to /ave 
all men and willing all men to be ſaved; and have hinted —_ MH 
his difference by rendering the pafſage wil! have all! 
1en fo be ſaved, They would have expreſſed the 4 
meaning of the apollle yet more fully, bad they ren- 
ered it would have all men to be _ 3 by 
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mind and not the operating power of the will; accord. 
ingly it is tranſlated in twenty four d inſtances. by would, 


| and again more properly would or would. It occurs 


forty one, for in ten places of Mark and Luke;+f we have 
only a repetition of what we meet with in fix of Mat- 
#thew.ft ln twelve more, l at leaſt, out of the forty one, 


100008 of the Pn; or perſons concerned. | 


ki rd will; .for, bb Aber the chaplain 
atively pronounces, the apoſtle, while he uſes 
— original = for will, in the ſame tenſe and mood, 
not Jeſs than thirty: nine times in his writings, in more 
than twenty nine places alludes to the inclination of the 


in one by dr/poſed,+ in a ſecond by I had rather, } and 
in three others by defire.S In the other ten places, | 
where it is rendered will and will, it might be once 


only twice in the remaining epiſtles. James ſays 
(2 ch. a0) but wilt thou know O yain man, which is tag- 
tamount to—but ino thou O vain mad. John writes 
(3 ep. 13 v.) I will not, 

We meet with it, in the biſtorical backs of the new 
teſtament, ſixty one times, fifty one of which it-is tranſ- 
lated 20 or wilt: the fifty one muſt be reduced to 


the alluſion is evidently co the warn, e or 
Rom. 1. 13.—7. 15, 16, 19, 20, twice in the igth Ver, : 
11. 25. — 16. 19,—1 Cor, 7. 3.35 — 10. I, 20.—11. * 
12. 1.14. 5. 2 Cor. 1, 8.— 5. 4.— 12. 20. twice. 
Gal. 3, 2.—4. 17. Col. 1 1 Thal. * 13. 
| , 5 Theſſ. 3. 10. | 
1 Cor. 10. 7. 1 Cor, 14. 19. | - 
Sal. 4. 9,——6. 12, 13. i 2 3 
} Rom. 9. 18. twice.— 13. 3. 1 Cor. 4. 21.—. 3, 35 
14. 35.— 16. 7. 1 Tim. 2. 4.—5. 1 
Mt Mark 1. 41.—8. 34.— 10. We 12, $6—15. 5 


| * — 23.—18. 3·—22. 9. ” 
f Mart. 13. 28. 15. 28. _ 31. 21.—27. 21. : 
Mark 6. 25.—15. 12. Luke 19. 14. John * ü q 


. As 7. 28.—9. . 9. 


— 


) 
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The remaining number is twenty nine; and ſhould 
the impartial reader conſult them, he will probably be 
eady to judge that in. ſeveral of them BO "GEO 
meant than the inclination. | 

As to the other ten of the ſixty one, ha ociginat 1s 
tranſlated would or wouldſt, deſire or deſireth, f and 
liſtetb. I. Thus it appearetb, that not only in Paul's 
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writings, but through the whole new teſtament, the 


original word, in the ſame tenſe and mood, rendered 
will in the text under conſideration, alludes to the in- 
clination of the mind, and not to that operating pouey 
of the will for which the chaplain contendeth, 
It may be objedted, that howeyer the original word 
alludes in common to the inclination of the mind, as hath 
been now obſer ved, becauſe that it is the will of the 
creature that is concerned; yet that when the divine. 
Being ſpeaks or is ſpoken of, it hath another meaning: 
for, that as Mr. White faith (p. 6.) * the will of God 
does not reſt in pitying men, and wiſhing it were better 
with them o the will of God and his work are one. 
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He wills nothing but he works it.” That He is am ; 


omnipotent and wiſe agent and can never be reſiſted,” fo 
as to be fruſtrated even when oppoſed, is readily grant- ⸗ 
ed: but that, when he is ſaid to will in the ſacred 
writings, we are not always to underſtand ſuch lind of 
will as the chaplai maintains, hath been ſhewu from 
the fact, that all men do not come to the knowledge of 


the truth, ET he is * to will that they Boule do 
928589 1 


- 0 e 9. 13.—11. 14 —12. 7 ty 32.—19. 7, 21. 
2220. 14, 15.—21. 29,23, 4.—26. 15.27." 43- 
5 9. 54—12. 49- ,—13. 31. John 5. 21, 40 — 
—8. 44:—9- 27,—17. 24.—21. 22, 23. belides 
VA above pecitie at the mark 11. | 
? Mare 12. 38. Mark 10. 35, * . 31. J 
9. 27.—12.21.—21. 18. 


it; and will be tnade farther to appear, when. it wal 
have been proved below, that all men are nut ſaved, for. 
that individuals do really poriſh. However before we 
enter upon that proof, let me point out the error of 
Mr. #hite's aſſertions from other pallages of leriptore, 
WIND contain a flat denial of them, 

Our Saviour, to ſilence the cavils of ide. vherilded | 
1 at his cating with publicaus and ſinners, tells them to go 
BE. and learn what that meaneth I wil have mercy and no 
=:  fatrifice. (Matt 9. 13.) And when they complained to 
4 dim, that his Gepe did what was not la wful to do 

| | upon the ſabbath, he anſwers them by ſaying, it ye 
had known what this meeneth, [ wwill have mercy and 
DE oh nos ſacrifice, ye would not have condemned the owiltleſs | 
, (Mare. 12, 7.) The words are a quotation” from 
(6. 6) There Jehov#h ſaith by the prophet, 
1 for 1rd mercy and not ſacrifice; ond. the E 
ledge of God more than burnt' offering.“ Dr. 
Doddridge renders the Greek i in Matthew,” I require 
mercy and not ſacrifice; add then notes, ſo the 
Greek evidently Gpnifies when it expreſſes the will of 
2 ſuperior; and this the original Hebrew word i im- 
ports, which ſeems to anſwer” to that modern phraſe 
nſed by princes ſuch is our pleaſure.” The Septuagint 
trauſlation varies ſomewhat from our Saviour's quotation, 
which is as the Hebrew © mercy and not facrifice,” 
whereas the other is mercy rather than or before facris 
flce, and the knowledge of God rather than or befort 
burnt-ofterings.” The Septuagint obſerving, that 
the ſubſequent clauſe in the Hebrew determined the 
ſenſe of the preceding, rendered both in the fame 
manner. The verb uſed by our Saviour and the Sep- 
tuagint is the ſame : and his authority juſtifies the uſe. 
bo it as anſwering to the Hebret original; and the 
: mag of che + paſſage * Gut * that in the 
cw 
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ew teſtament i it 3 I de fe ire, prefer, take 40g bt 
in, am pleaſed with, require, and the like, whatever the 
Ichaplain or his tranſeriber may aſſert to the contrary. 
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One of the greateſt Hebricians that this century 
hath produced, Schultens, makes to bend the primary 
notion of the Hebrew root in Hoſea; from whence 
the trauſition is eaſy to the ſubſequent ſecondary ſigni- 
fications—* to have @ ready, well-diſpoſed, and cheer- 
ful inclination of will and affection; to be well a 
to; to favour; to delight in; to be willing; to chooſe /? 
which are given as the common meaning of the word 
by Dr. Taylor ia his Hebrew Concordance. He 
hath omitted mentioning {o will, but cannot be thought 
to mean, that it ſhould be excluded; ſeeing, that the very 
ft tranſlation he gives, is in the Latin for to will ; 
and in this he agrees with Pagninus, Buxtorf, Leigh. 
Opitius, Stock, and others, who had before interpreted 
the Hebrexo root in the like manner that he hath done. 
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Tbe Doctor in his preface remarks to the following 


pur port, The words and phraſes of the new teſtamenc, - 
are but the words and phraſes of the old tranſlated: 
into Greel. The ſame language runs through the 
whole, and is ſet in ſuch a variety of lights, that one 
part is well adapted to illuſtrate another. To under- 
ſtand the meaning of the Spirit io the new it is eſſeatially * 
neceſſary that we underſtand its ſenſe ia the old teſtament. 
By carefully collatiag thoſe places of the ſacred code 
where any; word is uſed, you may judge what ſenſe ic 
will, or will dot bear. Which being once ſert]ed, there 
lies no appeal to any other. writings i ia the-world; be- 
cauſe there are no other books in all the world, in the 
pare _ Hebrew, but the books of the old teſta:- 
ment, A judgment zherefore daly formed en mew 
muſt be 3 n . 8 
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Let vs. proceed upon this plan, and attend to FR 
| ifſve. The Hebrew verb, 5 ſeuſe of which hath 
been given, is to be met with eighty font times in 
be old teſtament, thirty nine of which it is aſſerted of 
ot uitered by, the divine Being. In ſiateen out of theſe 
it is rendered delight, have delight, delighted; delig btetb. 
Javaueſt,+ well pleaſedi and have no pleaſurey the negs- 
tine being added; and that the true ſenſe could: not have 
deen given, but in theſe. or words of ſimiſar meaning. 
is evident from the prepoſitions with which the verb js 
connected in the original. In the other twenty three 
places it is rendered pleafed, pleaſe, hath pleaſure in,. 
and have I any pleaſure at all X* would apd will ;Ft 
delighteth in and 440% . de fire, defired and defereſli\|{| - 
la the forty five places, where the Hebrew verb 
has a reference to the creature, it is tranſlated in like 
- Tanner as when referring to the divine Being, except 
in Job 40. 17: in which it is movet b. It is onſy wil 
nj ard 3- 0 e an 13. 33* and 1 
in 1 Chro. 
The Se 8 have tante the N in ſhip 
oyt of the eighty four places, by the Greet verb travl-. 

* lated il in in 1 Tim,2. AP." in e e 
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the divine Being is ſpoken of or ſpeales* The intre- 
duction of the verb i into theſe ſeveral paſlages, 
inſtead of what our tranſlators have uſed, by ſuch as 
pleaſe to make the experiment, muſt ſufficiently ſhew 
the weakneſs of the chaplain, in laying that mighty ſtreſs n 
upon it, and crying out © the will of God and his work — 
ste one, He wills nothing, bur he works it.” The A 
generality of readers will probably be ſatisfied with 
the fqllo wing ſpeeim eng. 
David predicts the language, with which the enemies 
of our Saviour reproached him when upon the croſs, 
ſaying he truſted in the Lord, that he would deliyer 
him: let him deliver bim, ' ſeciog he delighted” in 
him.“ f The Septuagint render it in the preſent tenſe, 
ſo that the word is exa@?!y the ſame as in Timothy; abd, 
what deſerves obſervation; the very /ame with what the. 
facred hiſtorian records. Let the Exgliſb then be, A 
him deliver bim ſeeiag he wills him.” Add Me. 
White's paraphraſe on the ſame word in Timothy, on! 
changing it for Bim, and read, © He, i. e. God, auth4- | 
.ratatively wills ich - wills him, as a Being of ſupreme, 
uncontroulable power. It is a fixed, determined, immu- + 
table will, not tranſient and revocable, The will of 
God and his work are one. He wills not hing, but 
he works it.” What a ſweet ſenſe this makes of the 
paſſage! Our tranſlators have avoided the abſurdity 
by rendering it in the Evangeliſt, * let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him,” meaning will approve of — 
him, or, to comport with the Pſalm, delighteth in him, 
which moſt be the ſenſe, becauſe of the prepoſition 
that the Hebrew verb is there connected with, though 
ic is wanting both in the Septuagint tranſlation and in 
'* 2 Sam, 15. 26. 1 Kings 10. 9. 2 Chro. 9. 8. Pf. 5. 4. 
218, 19.—23. 8.—37. 23.—40. 6.—41. 11.51. 16.— 
115. 3.—135. 6.— 147. 10. Prov. 21. i. If. 55. 11 
36. 4. Ezek. 18. 23. twice, and v. 32, Hoſ. 6. 6. 
+ N. 32, & 1 Matt, 37. 434. : 
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The prophet Ezekiel furniſhes oe wich! the holla 
jog remarkable paſſages. * Have 1 any pleaſore at all 
that the wicked ſhould die; ſaith the Lord God: and 
not that he ſhould return from his ways and live? For 
J have no pleaſure in him that dieth; faith the Lord ** 


The Septuagint tranſlation reads in Engliſb with the 


Greek verb rendered as in Timothy, © ſhall L 4will with 
my vill the death of the wicked, ſo much as, (or, 
equally with) his turning from the evil way and his 
ming? For I will not the death of him that dieth, 
faith the Lord,” The uſe of the Greek verb figni- 
fyiog to will by the Septuagint, muſt be allowed to 
be 2 from what hath been already obſerved. 

ere it is evidently maintained, that the Lord * 
leth the amendment of the wicked rather than his 


death: And if ſo, it may be propoſed to Mr. White's 


tranſcriber, how comes it about, that as God wills au- 
#horttattvely, with ſupreme. uncontroulable power, with 
a fixed, determined immutable will how comes it about 
that as his <vi/l and work js one; and as he wills 
nothing. but he works it; that the. wicked doth not 
turn from his evil way aud live? What hinders * ? 


He is an omnipotent and wiſe agent, he can never be 


efectually reſiſted, The text and context, ſuppoſeth, 
that in divers inſtances the wicked dieth ; and yet the 
wording of the text ſhews, that it is true of every 
wicked man that the Lord uilleth his amendment 
rather than his death. It matters not to the argument 
what this death is whether jt intends future punilbmenis 
or dying by national judgments. There is bo other 


way of removing the abſurdities following upon Me. 
* White's mode of reaſoning, but by admitting in oppo- 
ſition to what he pretendeth, that when the wil! of 


ö God 1 is ſpoken of, it ofren means s his . or 


+ Exek. 18. 23, 32. a . 


- 


„ 


e : 
good will ; his approving, and not his determining, 

| efefling, omnipotent will. The divine Being exerciſeth © - 

| a moral government over his rational creatures. They 
have all a law written apon their hearts; to ſome he © 
hath given a fuller and clearer revelation of his mind. 

By that He tells us, what we are to do, and what wre 
are to forbear, When we go contrary to his direc- 
tions we act wickedly; when we obey them we act 
righteouſſy. It is his 20% and pleaſure that we ſhould 

act righieouſly. - He threatens us, if we do not: He 
promiſes us benefits, if we do. His ſacred oracles are 
written in the language and dialect of theſe. lower re- 
gions; and not, to us, in the unintelligible dialect ot the 
upper; being deſigned: for mortals, and not for angels. 
They ſpeak after the manner of men; who cannot ſpeak = 
or conceive of the divine Being above human abilities; 
and therefore, to excite ſuitable thoughts and affectio ns 
in them, diſtinctions are uſed concerning the Deity, 

and paſſions aſcribed io him, which do not really belong 

io his nature, and which, to prevent miſtakes, we are 
taught in other Placks are foreign to it, as implyiopg 


changeableneſs and imperſection. Were we to. conſt + 


der more, when ręaqing the:; ſcriptures, the divine | 
Being as the moral Governor of the world, publiſhing - 
his will and ꝓleaſure to his reaſonable creatures, we 

ſhould the more eaſilyj comprehend their meaning and 


reigo on earth, that alh his people way be good ſubjects, 
and resp the bevefir- of it 2 and it is the weil and | 
pleafure of the King of Kings. that allthis reaſonable 
creatures ſhould be faithful and obedient ſubjecte, and 
It is not improbable, that when Paul wrote to Timo- 
tþz;-* who. will- have all men tobe ſaved,” he had his 
oye to thoſe gracious and encouraging declarations _ 
1 5 E a 


- 
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( 
nined in Ezekiel (ch. 18. 23, 3 2. and ch. 33. 110 for his 
expreſſion is conformable thereunto: and that this is not 
2 fingular copjefture, is plain from the reference made 

10 this paſſage of Paul's, in the nn of ſome of our 
Engliſh bibles, 

The goſpel conſiders all men as ſinners, and is, in ſhort, 
a PxOCLAMATI1on from the Kiog of kings, promiſing 
Pardon and grace to all who repent and believe on the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, It is the divine pleaſure, that this 
ProcLAMATION ſhould be publiſhed far and wide, 


through this globe, to all nations, kindreds, tongues and 


people; and that every one who hears ir, ſhould take the 
benefit of it : and thisis the ſenſe, io which God will 
haveall men to be ſayed, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth; and let it be remembered, that it cannot be 
ſaid with juſtice, of this will of his that it re/teth in 
pitying men, and wiſhiog it were better with them;“ 

for, by his Son, He commanded the apoſtles to go Into 
al the world, and to preach the goſpel to every human 
creature without exception; and Paul was called te 


prochim the glad tidiogs to the Gentiles expreſsly: and 


had chriſtian ſovetcigas underſtood the calls of provi- 
dence a men of the ſcriptures, inſtead of having employed 
the fine arts of navigation to the infamous purpoſes of 


diſcoyering new countries for to plunder and enſlave 
the natives, they would have employed them in the 
glorious purpoſe of ſpreading the divine Proclamation 
ol pardon and grace through Jeſus Chriſt, to the ever- 
_ laſting falvation of all true penitents and believers, 
without regard to their complexion, features, manner 


or cuſtoms. 


Some may "wich 1 me prefer the above explanation of 


Mr. White's firſt text; while others chooſe to anſwer 
him by orging, that the words ai men, do not neceſſa- 
rily imply any more than all orders and forts of men: 


for 
+ Mark 16. 15. 
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for that the term all, both before and after, mut be 
underſtood in .a limited ſenſe. When the apoſtie di- 
retts in the firſt verſe, that prayer ſhould be made far 
all men, he could not mean for every individual, as 
chriſtians were virtually prohibited by that loving diſci- 
ple John (1 John 5. 16.) praying for thoſe who had 
ſinned the fin unto death, i. e, had been guilty of the 
unpardonable (in againſt the holy Ghoſt, Again, when 
(in v. 8ch) he writes, “ will therefore that men pray 
every where,” he deſigns not in each, but in any place, 
without regarding its having been, or continuing to be, 
holy or unholy, which agrees with what our Lord taught 
the woman of Samaria (John 4. 21—24) in anſwer to 
her enquiry about the proper place of worſhip. Now 
if all iv the i aa and in the 8th verſe mu/? have a con- 
fined meaning, why may it not have the like ſenſe is 
the intermediate ſpace ? „„ $21 

One or other of theſe interpretations muſt be allow- 
ed, or the ſcriptures. are- at variance, and pive an 
uncertain ſound, : gy g 

Now is the place, reſerved in my own intention for 
replying to an anſwer that may be given to the argu». 
ment, drawn from all men's nat coming to the know- 


ledge of the truth, in proof that all men are nat ſaved. 


It may be anſwered, that though millions live and 
die. without the knowledge of the truth, yet this means 
of ſalvation may paſs upon them in another world. 
The pamphlet doth not aſſert it, in ſo many words; 


but the ſenſible and careful reader will obſerve, that, only 


ſome principles are publiſhed, that others are eoncealed 


in conſequences to be revealed when the favourable op- 


portunicy offers. We may reſt aſſured, that we are not 
maſters of the whole plan, while we ſtop ſhort of 
Origen's full ſentiment, who is pronounced by ſome to 
have © turned even hell trſelf into a purgatory; — 10 
bay 


* 


4 
have thought, chat not only wicked men, but the very 
devils might be ſo purged in it, as to come forth * 
Fligbi“ x 

pat the knowledge of the truth is ; attainable i in the 
dark regions of hell, will not appear incredible to thoſe 
who believe, that a free intercourſe is maintained be- 
tween the miſerable inhabitants of it that many who 
have propheſied in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and in 
his name have caſt out devils, and in his name done many 
wonderful works will be publickly doomed in the day 
of judgment to future puniſhments—and that numbers 
are called to the knowledge of the truth, who periſh . 
notwithſtanding ——it will be well, if there are no ad- 
- ditions, made to them, by the flattering and falſe hopes, 
that ſome entertain of being at length for ever happy, 
in a diſtant though unknown period, let their moral 
character here be what it may, from the unſcriptural 
perſuaſion, that there is actual falvatien for all men. 
Bur though it ſhould be admitted, that the knowledge 
of the truth is attainable by all the damned in hell, 
whether men or devils ; yet there is not the Jeaſt foun- 
dation in the ſacred oracles, for ſuppoſing. that ſuch 
knowledge will prove ſaving to any of them. It is 

evident, that the New Teſtament confines the Procla- 
mation of pardon and grace for all who repent and 
believe on Jeſus, to the inhabitants of our world ; and 
hence they are aſſured, that if they believe not, they 
fhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
them. This is the current doctrine of ſcripture, ſo 
plain and intelligible, that he who runs may read it, and 
that the way-faring man though a fool canndt.miſtake 
it—unleſs he is a wil/-fool. It is addreſſed directly to. 
 finners on earth, and not to ſufferers in hell; there is 
not the leaſt intimation, that! it will ever be ditected to 
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former are told, that if they believe. not they. ſhall. not 
ſce life, but the wrath of God abideth on them. Will 


life? They then that will venture to contradict this 
doctrine, and to teach men that the wrath of God 


after ſuch period they ſhall ſee life, though they have 
trodden under foot. the Son God, and have accounted 


| done deſpite to the Spirit of grace—luch teachers, me- 


working miracles greater than thoſe wrought by Jeſus 
and his apoſtles, for theſe verily taught the reverſe. 


hell than ſuch teachers, when he crys outet, 


And reſt can never dwell! hope never comes, 
That comes to all: but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 12 . \ 

Wich eyer-burnoiog ſulphur ungpoſum'd ! po. 1 


hath once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, being 
put to death in the fleſh, but quickned by the Spirit, by 
which alſo he went and preached unto the ſpirits in pri- 
ſon: which ſometime were diſobedient, when once the 
long ſuffering of God waited in the days of Noah while 


perplexed and tortured by deſigning and intereſted 
theoriſts, whoſe buſineſs it was to ſupport a favourite 
ſcheme. Dr. Doddridge's tranſlation is certainly a juſt 
one Quickened by the Spirit, by which (or whom) 


aur Lord Was RO was the ane of God; this 
E =” init 


. 1 tn 3 1 —20 


will abide on. them only for a certain period, and that 


thinks, ought 10 come inveſted , with powers for 


the ark was preparing.” This paſſage bas been greatly 


going forth he preached to the ſpirits. in priſon, who. 
were lang ſinc#'diſobedient.”— The Spirit by whom 


| the latter: the contrary is ſtrongly aſſerted ; for the; 


the wrath of God abide on them? Shall they net ſee © 


the blood of the covenant an unholy thing, and baue 


The poet Milton gives a far more ſcriptural account. of 
Regions of ſorrow ! doleful ſhades ! where peace | 


We may be told, that Peter writes Chtiſt alſo 


* 
* 


| bs 26 1 | 
Spirit was: granted to Noah, char -preacher of Abies. 
ves, by our Lord, who is therefore ſpoken! of as geg 
forth bydhim and preaching to thoſe ſpitits in priſos, 
ho wers long ſince, or formerly diſobedieut, when once 
the long ſuffering of God waited iu the days 
Wunether this interpretation be allowed or rejected, 


"ybrtvss hot to the cafe: in band, Let perſoas main- 


tain, if they will; that the paſſage refers to our Lord's 
deſcent into hell or limbus patrum, aud to his: preach- 


of Noah. 


itgithere ; it. doth not appear from it, that his preach- 


ing proved effectual for the ſalvation of any; 
| ” writing, ſpeaks of the auditors as being” Aill Prin 


for Peter, 


Von, und makes no mention of '#ny's 3 : 


8025 dur Lord to à better place. His ſaying; 
- ore bmg force or formerly diſobedient, doth not a 
that they were not not diſobedient; for if they were 

not nod diſobedient, they would ſcarce be ſhut op in 
priſon: but he ulades co(thar + particular diſobedience | 
in the-. day of their trial, when once the long ſuffering 


of God waited toſſee, Ant would be the effect of 'Noab's 


prezeblug /and/hich diſobedience proved * oceaſion 
of their being caſt into priſon, n. * 
Paul was a moſt zealous indefatigable nber and 
it is not to be doubted, but that he would readily: have 
poſtponed: going to heaven, on quitting the body, ad 
have viſited ihe.Jamned in hell, had there been the leaſt 
Plinimeving hope that he ſhould be ipſtrumentabio a- 
ing's Fngie ngue ſoul out of that place of tormeats; whereas 
whenever he meptions being abſent from the body; he 
conclades that he ſhall be preſent with the Lord. It is 
bow above four tnouſand years ſince the diſobedient in 


(he days vf Neab were ſent to the priſon of hell; and wwe 


heve nt yet had certain authentic intelligence: of u 


one's having been brought, by means of His torments, to 
gollly fepentance, and commenced ati holy perſon; and n 


8 Conſequence of ſuch change obtained a removal to 3 


9 The 
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| hongur, that 3 have — to ms rec from re 

limbus patrum and from purgatory:; andi Cardinal 
Bellarmin's lime moſt of their divmesꝰ taught that b 
_ and the ſouls in purgatory, ars tormented in'th# 
ame fire, and inthe ſame place: hut they diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the damned and the ſouls in purgatory ;-thelatter 
are * penitent ſinners, who depatted thisilifelin grage-and 


charity, but nevertheleſs, indebted to the divide jaſtiog 


ſome pains, which they ſuffer in the other life pardon- 
ed as to the eternal guilt or pain. yet obnoxious to ſome 
tempural penaliy; the dantzed ate rhoſerabandoned | 
wicked graceleſs ſpirits, | whoſe ſins ſhall neuer be _—_— 
ted; ſo that in this point the: Papiſts keep near 
the ſeriptures than the i gan Mr. Nhite wad 
admirers. 425 Dy egos eee ee e 
Let us now. i 10 the arguments in e 
- there being ch damned, whoſe fins ſhall never belremit - 


ted, and who will never /ce and enjoy eternal 3 70 bt 


ſhall have the wrath, of God: abiding) om dhe. wh? 
The. ſcriptures: udiformly: teach, that the moral 
characters of mankind ate fortied aud fixed in and 55 
the preſent life ;- that their ſtates are taralterbbly 
determined at death; and that the time probatiok i 


then at au end. The: admonit ions, bats threar- * 
nings and repreſentations of our Lord and his apoltles | 


evidently imply it. e 53 beg N 
Solomon's advice is— whacſhover thy band fidderhito 
do, do it with thy might; fot there is no- work, nor 
device, nor knowledge; nor. wiſdom i in the grave i whither 
thon goeſt;?ꝰ * by which he means to declare, that he 
preſent world is the age wherenpon we are cated w 
perform, the purts aſſigned us hy r e -#hd'thac 
| not be allowed to perſtum ithem ber agais, | 
in that. ioviſible world to which we are hu A 
PEN 7 „ „ e T - greater 
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1 
greater than Solomon expreſſes the ſame ſentiment, 
' when he ſaith, +1 muſt work the works of him that 
ſeot me, while it is day; the night eometh when no 
man can work. * The laſt clauſe appears to be à ge- 
eral acknowledged truth applied to his own particular 
caſe 4 truth holding forth this inftruQion, that 
the day of life is the time of action; that the night 
of death cloſes the ſcene; and that we ſhall be ap: 
proved or rejected, as we have finiſhed well or ill; 
In perfect uniſon with theſe ideas, it is written, t 
day, if ye will heat his voice, barden not your hearts 
as in the provocation. Take heed, brethren: leſt there 


| 


be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departs” 
jog from the living God; but exhort one be 
daily. while it is called to day. * Now is the accept- 
ed time, behold, now is the day of ſalvation.” o 
the baptiſt, in his preaching, compares the national 
| Church of the Jews io a threſhing floor covered with, 
wheat and chaff, and ſays of our Lord, © he wiltcho- 
roughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 
garner, but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 
able fire.“ S The good are compared to wheat, the 
bad io chaff The former are to be gathered into a ſafe 
and ſecure place, the latter are to be deſttoyed - not 
to paſs through:a new and fery trial, in order that they 
may be theteby turned into wheat, 
We read“ God fo loved the world, that He gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſhould not-iperifs, but have everlaſting life.| He 
that believeth and is baptized: ſhall be ſaved, but he 
that believeth not ſhall be damned,” © or condemued in 
a judicial way to future puniſhment, The laſt quota» 
tion was ſpoken by our Lord, after His reſurrection, 
little before his afcenſion, and when commiſſioning 
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writings of the apoſtle Pau. 
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( 
is apoſtles to preach; the goſpel to every hum des. 


ure; and ſo deſerves ſpecial attediion. It would: be 


. 1 


edious to the reader,to mention all the paſſages, where. 


ſalvation or eternal life are promiſed to every ene wb 


repenteth and, beliẽ veth on the Lord Jeſus; and where 
it is threatened, expre/ly. or by mamfeſt implication, 


that whoſoever: believeth not ſhall got; ſee life, all 


- 


periſh, ſhall be damned or condemned to future puniſſi- 


» - 


ment : , Satvation and eternal /e ie ſuch pafſaged are. 
evidently ſynonymous; and ſo are not ſceing life, prrifs® = 
ing, being damned, or condemned. The former and the - 


latter are contraſted to each other as ofpoſites. | But 


what becomes of the cantraſt, if the threateniag only. . 


means, that-uobeliexers,ſhall be con emneęd and ppniſh: 


ed for a, While, apd after that ſhall; be bleſſed Nun 
eternal life ? Tbe firſt -preachers: of, the gaſpęl muſt 


have been thought egregious triflers or worſe,-if, while 
they ſpake as they did, they intended no more than 
this; and had 2 reſer ved ſubterfuge, according to which 
the vileſt wiſcre 1 ever, went to the gtasze will 


at length be ſaved. Many perſpns, when they baye 


* 
* 
* 


entertained a pleaſing opinion, through zu iudolence of 
temper, will dot be at the pains of examining inte 
the truth or falſehood, of it. They had rather de de: 


luded by an agreeable dream, though to their future 
damage; than be awakeged to a ſenſe of danger, rims 


enough to eſcape the approaching evil. I would hope 


better of ſome into whoſe; handy! ithis way. fall;; and 


therefore go on, and note, that the moſt and heſt ar- 


gumenis of the pamphlet in behalf of the Re/oration 
of all mankind to final happineſt ate taken from the 


atiap.given. to the paſſages quored from him 
doth not contradi.-whar he advanceth in other placesg 
for if ſo, Juch- interpretation cannot be the 2 | 
We 3 1 N 


the interpret 
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us examine whether 
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4 Pal telle the Romans. * that * all things work tögbcher 


dete image of his ſon; moreover; whom he did pre. 
tes he alfo,jultified Aud whom. he juſtified; them he 

| meaning of ſirebnowledge, prede/tination; and calling ; 

to the excluſion of others to them that love God. to 
the talled according to his purpeſe. We may as well 
Rub, aHlate predeſtinated, a/ are called, 2 are juſli. 


and reſtored to final happineſs, though ſome only are 
 fortknowb; predeſtinated, called, and juſtified: * A 


: ſurnhoſe who were once enlighthed, and had taſted of 
Vuoſt, aud 
be rene wed again unto repentance; and then repreſents. 
the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft 
vpe it and bringeth forih herbs meet for them by whom 


it is dreſſed. receiveth bleſſing from God : bot thet which 
beureth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto 
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"to them that love God, to the called according 
epoſe ;” and, in ſupport of it, adds, * whom: he 


yan 
Nd for cleuow, he did alſo predeſtiuate io be coofornied 


deſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he called 


alto plorified;” Not! to enter into diſpute about the 
the paſſage connects theſe hs beisg juſtified ant glo- 
#ified, and appropriates the whole to rertain individuals; 
argue, lat 4 part is the whole us that all are: fore 
fed, and are' glorifiediWor as that all are glengeg 


In bis epiſtle to the Hlebre cos, he declares it impolibie 


the heavenly zift, and were made partakers of the holy 
I raſtediof the good word of God, and the 


powers of the world'to come, ſhould they apeſtatize;/ to 


cheir unhappy doom by the following illuſt ration, for 


varGog, 10ho/e end if to be burned.”+ How puerile and 
pertinent is this ituſtratian, if the end of the greateſt 

te is _ to pas through a temporary but hing, 
rae ecerpin Pod, and being 
He alſo warns the! * 0 
fer wink pee not him that ſpeaketh, r if the 


* Rom. 8. 230. T Heb. 6. 4.—. 
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eſcaped not, ho refuſed: him that. ſpake ag» earth, 
much more hall not we efcape, if we 4uro\away from . 


him chat ſpeaketh ſrom-heaven,”* Coold it Cnter ind 


the head of any believing ſenſible Jew, who reco) 
how the refuſers in the time of Moſes were deſtsoyed, 
that the apoſtle ſecretly admitted, that ſhould they wen 
away from him that ſpake from heaven, they would 


eſcape notwithſtanding, and in length of: time become 


the companions of them that ſerve God atceptably, uit h 
reverence and godly feu. 41 


When he writes to the Corint hiaut, a but with many = 
of them God was not well pleaſed; for they were 


overthrawn in the wilderneſs; he ſubjoĩns, nom 
theſethings were our examples,” and again a little lower; 
now all 'thefe things happened unto them forenſamplet, 
and they ate written or our ;admonition}'4-,./ What 


was it that happened unto them? For their:diſodedie 


ence murmuring and luſts, they were overthrown in the 


wilderneſs, they: were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer, and 
were never:ſaffered to enter the - promiſed land. But 
how are theſe-aur txamples, if after having given ĩuta 


the hig heſt acts of diſobedience, indulged the haſeſt 
luſts, and allowed ourſelves in the moſt iudecent mur- 
mutings againſt the divine conduct, through life, we 
are admitted into it? Upon Mr. Mbite's principle, they 
were written in vain, and have zo admonition in them; 


for they do not prefigure the abſolute and perperual * 


excluſion of any from the heavenly Canaan; though the 


deſtrudion of the Jews in the wilderneſs was an abſolute 
and -perpetual excluſion of all ſuch from the eartbly 
ene. From the paſſages now quoted it is evident, that 
Paul was oppoſed to the Reſtoration of all mankind is 
final bappimeſs, whatever ſome inquiſuors may atiempt 
forcing: him to ſpeak, by putting his expreſſions to the 


rack and torture. 51171 
£67 : It 


„ Heb. 12. 23. f 1 Cor. 10. 5, 6, 11. 
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It temaineth, that we attend ' particularly to the 
great Prophet of the church, whom if the chriſtian 
profeſſor will not hear, it is vain to think ot calling 
other evidence. Our Lord teſtified. that “ ſtrait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it. Others maincaiv, that, 
though this is true iu reference to the drredtiroad unto | 
fe, yet there is another round about way leading from 
deſtruction, which. the many, who for the preſent pre- 
fer the wide gate and the broad way, will at laſt hit 
upon, fo that all without exception ſhall: have life. 
Could the multitudes of common people, who liſtened 
to our Lord's ſermon underſtand him in this light? 
Or did he mean to impoſe upon their creduliry ? Or 
did he not believe what he taught? each was impoſſible. 
But his parable of the rich man and Lazarus will 
admit of no ſuch gloſs. In that he introduces Abraham 
as ſaying to the rich man in hell, berwixt us and you 
© there is a great gulf fixed; ſo that they which would 
paſs from hence to you. cannot; neither can they paſs 
to us, that would come from thence.” f Had Mr White's 
admirers the modeſty. that the poor tormented wretch- 
had; they would give up the point, upon receiving 
ſach an anſwer from heaven, uttered by the father 
of the faithful, though they might like him imagine, 
that a meſſenger from the inviſible world would be 
more convincing, than : Moſes and the prophets, with 
Jeſus the evangeliſts and apoſtles. But they may plead, 
that this was a Parable and a fiction. True, it was ſo; 
and a proper vehicle to convey inſtructious, after: a 
firikiog and forcible manner never to be forgotten, in- 
to the minds of the attentive audience. One of theſe 
inſtructions, and which could not be miſtaken, by them, 
unleſs they poſſeſſed Mr. White's ingenuity, was, that 


= they were once caſt into- hell, they. could never paſs 
from 


+ Matt. 7. ö 4 Luke 16. 8 2 


0 33 ) 


from thence to heaven. This was a truth, or it wie 


not. If it was not, but artfully employed to uy 
ng from bad practices, the character of our Saviour is im- 
he BW peached and his name blaſphemed: He becomes a 
nd Mac hiavelian inſtructor, and does evil that good ma 
ar, come of it: he decerves his hearers that he may pte 
to ſerve them from vice. However, let Jefus be true, 
m and every man a liar. Whether he fpake plainly or in 
e- parables he taught the tratH ; and therefore ihe wicked. 
lit whether rich or poor, learned or unlearued, when once 
e. caſt into hell ſhall never paſs from thence to heaven. 


2d lo his anſwer& to the Sadducean objection againſt the 
2 BW rcfurreRion, it is manifeſtly implied, that al men would 
r* be ſaved: for while he ſaith, * chey which (hall be 
e. Wl accounted worthy to obtain that world“ where they 
it A pcither marry nor are given in marriage, neither ca 
n die any more, but are equal unto the angels, and are 
o the children of God; he alſo teacheth, that al/ will u 

d be accounted worthy, 3 
3 Upon another occaſion our Lord declared, he that 
schall blaſpheme agaioſt the holy Ghoſt hath not forgive- 
1 neſs for ever, but is obnoxious to everlaſting con- 
4 demnation”+ (or damvation) according to the original, 
r The blaſphemy againſt the holy Ghoſt ſhall not be 
» forgiven unto men; whoſoever ſpeaketh - againſt the 
e holy Ghoſt ic ſhall not be forgiven him neither ia this 
h world, nor in that which is to come.” f How could 
3, our Lord have more expre/ſily aſſured the Jewbs, that 


blaſphemers agaioſt the holy Ghoſt would remain par- 
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is to come.” According to Mark he ſaid alſo, in the 
Tame diſcourſe, of ſuch blaſphemer, he hath not for- 
_ giveneſs for ever, but is obnoxious to everlaſting con- 
demnation”” (or damoation.) We muſt then believe, 
that the guilt of ſuch blaſphemy will ever remain 
unpardoned ; and, if ſo, the blaſphemer cannot be 
admitted into heaven, If the repeated poſitive affer- 
tions of our Lord, though expreſſed in the moſt forcible 
language, are not to be credited, where are we! 
Can it be ſeriouſſy ſaid in anſwer to this argument, 
that © the blaſphemer will continue in hell, till by his 
| ſufferings he hath fully /atisfy'd for the unpardonable 
in; and that he will afterward upon a change of cha- 
. Faſter remove to heaven?” It may be replied, that 
then upon this removal he may go about boaſting 
among the glorified, that he is leſs obliged to Chriſt 


han they, for that his greateſt ſia was not pardoned for 


the ſake of Chriſt, and that he himſelf made a complete 
compenſation for it without any abatement.” But it 
may be thought more to the purpoſe to obſerve, that 
if the blaſphemer can by ſuffering compenſate for 
the fin againſt the holy Ghoſt, and yet continue to 
-exiſt in a capacity of being afterwards for ever happy; 
then the ſinner doth not, by the greateſt fin he can 
poſſibly commit, forfeit his exiſtence ; for the unpar- 
donable ſia is repreſented as the preateſt poſſible. 

Blut to come to the caſe of Judas, concerning whom, 


on account of his treaſon, our Lord aſſures us, it 


had been good for that man, if he had not been born.“ 
This mult neceſſarily imply, that the. iraitor will ne- 
ver be finally happy: for if ever he was to enter upon 
eternal life, it was certainly good for him that he was 
born into exiſtence ; though his ſufferings prior to it, 
mould have continued for a period of as many millions 
of years as would be contained in a line of figures from 
I + Mat. 26. 24+ 8 
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this paper to the ſun, or even the moſt diſtant ſtar; 
for ſuch a period of ſuffering would not bear fo much 
proportion to eternal happineſs, as the unit one does 
in pumber ro ſuch a line of figures, or a moment in 
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time 10 ſuch a period. Temporary puniſhment ha- 


ever protracted is noug ht when compared with everlaſt- 
ing bleſſedneſs. The inſtance. of Judas is then in 


point, and decides the controverſy, that there cannot . 


be a © Reſtoration of 4 mankind to final happineſs; 

becauſe it would have been well for that man if be 

had not been born. | 
Now let us try, whether the ber texts, | quoted in | 


| the pamphlet, will admit of an interpretation agreeing 


with what hath been already advanced: they muſt, or 
there is a manifeſt oppoſition between different paris 
of ſcriprure—the more eaſy and natural ſuch inter- 
pretation, the more ſatisfactory it will prove. The 
apoſtle writing to Timothy could not do otherwiſe 
than ſay © God our Saviour,” as he was their ſaviour,” 
even though no other than Paul and Timothy were 
ſaved; and the extenſion of the pronoun our to all 
mankind is a violence, which though too often prac- 
tifed by, is notwithſtanding a ſcandal to diſputants, 
When ia the 4th ch. 10 v. he ſtiles God the Saviour 
of all men; it is not in alluſion to ſpiritual, but temporal 
Jeliverance. We read (Judges 3. 9) the Lord raiſed 
up a deliverer to the children of Ifrael;” and again 
(15 v.) * the Lord raifed them up a deliverer ;“ in the 


Hebrew it is a Saviour, as noted in the margin of ſome 
bibles : che Septuagint uſe the ſame word as in Timothy. 8 


Samuel tells the Jews (i Sam. 10. 19) „ye have this 
day rejected your God, who himſelf ſaved you out of 

all your adverſities and your tribulations,” The Seprua- - 
gint tranſlate it, who himſelf is the Saviour of yon, out 


of all your evik and your tribulations,” employing the 
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Greek word the apoſtle doth : and this they do in wany 
other places, ſo that God the Saviaur, my Saviour, 
our Saviour, and the Saviour of Iſrael are very common, 
eyen when temporal deliverance is plainly intended, 
In the beginniog of the verſe Paul writes, for the end 
of advancing godlineſs (“ for this thing therefore” in 
the original) we both labour and ſuffer reproach; he 
then aſſigns the reaſon for their labouring and ſuffer- 
Ing reprozch, notwithſtanding the dangers and fatigues 
_ ,arcending them, and adds, © becauſe we truſt in the 
| \living God, who is the Saviour, preſer ver, protector, or 
eltverer, of all men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe.“ 
Tbe title anſwers to that io Job 9. 20. Preſerver of men. 
Paul refers to God's providential kindneſs, by which 
he preſerves and defends all men, but more eſpecially 


the faithful 


We are told, „that all men, reprobate as well as 


elect, have one and the /elf ſame God. The ele have 
not one God, and reprobate another; but one God is 
the God of them both. To adopt the words in Mala- 
 chy 2. 10. Have we not all one father? Hath not 
one God created us? yea, the ſame good and kind 
and mercifn] God and father made all. So then we 
| Tee the bleſſed God ſtands in the ſame near and tender 
relation to the whole human race.” A noble diſcovery |! 
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Had not the 2eal of the publiſher out rao his judgment, 


he never would have ſuffered ſo ſophiſtical a paragraph 


to have made its appearance. By way of anſwer [ 
'retort the argumenc, God. is the parent of the uni- 
verſe. Men and angels, Abraham and Judas, the 
minnteſt inſet and the moſt glorious Cherubim, the 
holieſt Seraphim and the impureſt devil, Beelzebub and 


Gabriel have one and the /elf ſame God. The gad 
ongel bath not one God, and the bad angel another; but 


abandoned, though there may be certain good characters 
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ane God is the God of them bath. To adopt the worde 
in Malachy, Have we not all one father ? hath nat 
one God created us? —all whether ſtones or trees, 
joſe&ts, birds, beaſts or fiſhes, ſaints or ſinners, angels or 

devils ? yea, the ſame good and kind and merciful God 
and father made all creatures. So then we ſee the 
bleſſed God ſtands in the ſame near and tender relation 
to the 2whale creation. But will it from hence follow, 
that he muſt make al/ equally happy in proportion to 
their reſpeQive capacities? Or that he muſt not puniſn 
any who are diſobedient and rebellious ? Or, that he 
is cruel and unmerciful ſhould he prepare everlaſting 
fire for the devil and his angels; or ſhould he coolign + 
to the ſame, the wicked and impenitent among mankind? 
Will ſuch doQrine agree with the words of {/aiah ? 
(27th 11 v.) “ It is a people of no underſtanding, there- 


fore he that made them, will ſhew them no. favor.” 


If a people may be thus dealt with, when univerſally 


among them—a Neah, a Daniel, a Job——moch more 


may the worſt individuals. 


What Mr. White obſerves of the one mediatar between 5 
God and man, is as little to the purpoſe, as his ſophiſ- 
tical paragraph about the one God, Chri/t Jeſus mediates, 
not for the Few or the Greek only, the circumciſed or the 
uncircumciſed, the free or the bond, but for the whole 
human race wichout exception, who embrace and com- 


ply with the goſpel. And the value of his atonement 


was ſuch, that divine juſtice can acquit every one who 
repents and believes, agreeable to the goſpel · proclama- 
tion; therefore it is with propriety ſa id, who gave 
himſelf a ran/om for..all * but it doth by. no means 
follow, that therefore in ſuſſice all men muſi be ſaved, 
or that the 6/ood of Chri}} loſes its virtue. The virtue 
af Chri/s blood was deligned to ſaye men is perfect 
armon 
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harmony with the divine holineſs and juſtice, which 
tequire repentance and faith, according to the eſtabliſhed. 
mode of redemption ; while then it ſaves each individual 
that repents aud believes, it is not in any true ſeuſe /off, 
though numbers periſh through their own impenitence 
and unbelief: ſo that Mr. White aſſigus a falſe motive 
for the apoſtle's adding —to be teftified in due time 
— Neither do theſe words mean as he pretendeth, 

that there ſhall be a time, when, from the actual 
ſalvation of every individual (which though not 
printed is evidently intended) it will be manifeſt that 
all men are rauſomed and bought by the blood of 
Chriſt :” the original is literally —the teftimony in due 
time, or proper ſeaſon——anvd therefore admits of 
different eaſy conſtructious without our, being obliged 
to fly to this unſcriptural one. 

The reaſoning that hath been now uſed, to ſet the 
paſſage in 1 Tim. 2. 6. in its true light, and to correct 
the miſconſtruction put upon it in the pamphlet, may 
be applied to 1 John 2 2. If any man fin we have 
en advocate with the father, Feſas Chriſt the righ · 
teous, who is the propitiation for our ſins, and not for 

ours only, but for the ſins of the Waorz WorLd.” 


However Mr. White may exclaim “ A text ſo worded 


with a not only, and the Whole World looks as if the Spirit 
had purpoſely conſulted to obviate and prevent all clip- 
pings of it:“ yet it muſt be clipped of his comments; 

or The: Spirit will got be conſiſtent, and teach the ſame 
doctrines in different parts of ſcripture, but contrary 
ones. The apoſtle John wrote this epiſtle, as moſt be 

ſappoſed, to believers within certain limits. Under 
a ſenſe of the ſinful infirmities attending him and thoſe 
whom he adòreſſed, he faith, “ who is the propitiation 
for our ſins; but they were not the only believers 
who were : thus * the — was common 
| to 
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to all of that character, without any regard to their 


circumſtances, nation or place of abode ; his benevo- 
Jent heart glows with the thought, and in an extaſy of 


pleaſure he adds, * and not for ours only, but for the fins 


| of the WHoLs WorLD,” meaning believers whether 
Jews or Gentiles, every where over the whole world. 


The propriety of the addition will be ſtil} more appa- 
rent, were the perſons addreſſed moſtly Jeu or very 
much ſo; for ſuch might be ſtil] tainted with the 
bigotry and pride of their nation, who held the beſt of 


the uncircumciſed_Greets, and much more Barbarians 


and Scythians, as unfit for converſation. and company; 
and could not bear the thought of their admiſſion to 
equal privileges with. themſelves in the Meſfiah's 
kingdom. | | : 1 5 


The ingenious Mr. White purſuing his ſubject 


refers us to Romans 5. from the 15th to the 19th v. 
But not as the offence, ſo alſo is the free gift : for if 


through the offence of one, many be dead; much more 
the grace. of God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
ene man Jeſus Chriſt, \bath abounded unto many. And 

not as it was by one that ſinned, ſo is the gift: for the 
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is 


of many offences - unto juſtification. For if by one man's 


Hence death reigned by one, much more they which receive 


abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſball 
reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore, as by the 
effence of one judgment came upon all men to condem- 
nation, even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came upon all men, unto juſtiſicatiun of life. For as by 
ene man's aiſobedience many were made ſinners, fo by 


the obedience of one /hall many be made righteous. 


The paſſage is not without its intricacies ;- but upon 


examination will be found not to favour Mr, White's 
_ ſcheme. The epiſtle was directed to believers, beloved 


of 
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of God, called and boly. Paul ſets himſelf, in the latter 
. part of the chapter, to © ſhew that the calamitiet 
brought by the ir: Adam on his ſeed, are repaired 
with glorious advantage to all who by faith become 
intereſted in the ſecond Adam; as is obſerved by 
Dr. Dedatidge ; who in his bote upon the 12th v.-ſays 
| ®% as this verſe is an inference from the 11th, it ſeems 
evident that believers only are ſpoken of; for it is 
plain from comparing the gth, 1oth, and 11th verſes 
with the 1ſt, that it is only they, 15h are juſtified by 
faith; who. have peace with God, and who joy in him by 
Chriſt as having received the reconciliation, And this 
obvious remark clears the following paſſage of difficul- 
ties, which would be exceeding great, if it were to be 
conſidered without regard to this connection, and which 
have in fact, miſled many commentators; who for 
want of attending to it, have plunged themſelves and 
their readers into great perplexity, and given à ſenſe 
te the paragraph, of which it is by no means capable.” 
He afterwards remarks, that the 12th, 1 8th and roth 
vorſes make one continued ſentence, and that the in- 
termediate verſes do andoabtedly come in 286 * 
parentheſis. | | i 
la the 14th v. Adam is filed the figure, or model 
ef him who was to come, viz, the Meſſiab or ſecond 
Adam. Each is deſcribed: as a publick perſon or fe- 
deral head, to his reſpective ſeed or poſterity herein 
they agreed; but not in this (whatever Mr. White 
| afferts) © that they each, by turns, repreſented mankind,” 
Neither do the words many and all, wherever they 

occur in this paſſage, take in the 26hole human race: 
when connected with the fr/# Adam they take in all 
hrs ſeed; and when connected with the ſecond Adam 
they take in all his, but none other. Mr. White un- 
. for himſelf admits the diſtinctiun * the - 
| | ced 
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ſeed of the firſt and of the ſecond Adam, while bes 


ſpeaks of © the one fin of Adam's being charged up 
all his ſeed, and the abundance of Ghri/?'s righieouſ- 


neſs being imputed to 377 feed.” The feed of {dam 
includes all mankind deſcending from him in the 
ordinary way ; and the ſeed of Chrift intends the 


believing part of - mankind, as is evident from this 
chapter and other parts of ſcriptute. Herein Adam 
and Chriſt agree, that they are publick perſons; and 
that they convey important conſequences to their par- 
ticular poſterity ; but they differ in ſeveral r A 


Adam conveyed to his poſterity, fin and death; Chriſh 


conveyeth to his, righteouſneſs and life. Nor is the 
offence and the free gift exactly alike. * Through the 


offence of one, Adam, the multitude of his poſterity died ; 


but the grace of Ged and the gift by grace which is by 
one man, Jeſus Chriſt, hath much more abounded to the 


multitude of his poſterity, and that in two very impor- 


tant articles. In che firſt place, the gift is not merely 
#5 the ruin that came upon us by one that finned in 


reſpe& of the number of offences in queſtion ; For the 
ſentence of one offence paſſed upon us to condemnation ; 
but the free gift is effectual to our juſtification from 


many offences. Moreover, in the next place, if by one 


man's offence death reigned by one over all his poſterity; 


then they who thankfully and obediently receive the 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall 
much more reign in life by the one reſtorer and re- 
coverer of his ſeed, even Jeſus Chriſt ; they ſhall by 
him be brought to a much nobler and- more ex- 
cellent life than that from which Adam fell and which 
they loſt in him.” The agreement between Adam 


and Chri/tio conveying important conſequences (though 


the conſequences are extremely different) each to his 


particelar poſterity is — ſtared in the 18th - 


„„ 
and 19th verſes, when the apoſtle reſumes the ſubjed 
he had began in the 12th v, having finiſhed his paren- 
theſis. © Therefore as by one offence the federal influence 
was to all men unto condemnation, { alſo by one grand 
act of righteouſneſs the federal influence is to all men 
who receive and embrace it unto juſtification of life ; 
for as by the diſobedience of one man many were made 
finners, ſo by the obedience of one, i. e. of Chriſt, fall 
many be made righteous,” IP 5 
The above paraphraſe is chiefly an abridgment of 
Dr. Doddridge's, with a few ſmall alterations. 
+ The paſſage we have been conſidering appears te 
be written much after the medern curt ſentimental 
manner—in broken, incomplete ſentences—to be per- 
ſected by the contemplative mind of the knowing 
end judicious reader. But not to evade the force of it 
as quoted in ſupport of Univerſal Salvation. It is 
pleaded there is one offence upon all men to 
' condemnation, and the righteouſneſs of one upon all 
men to juſtification;”? and it may be urged *© there is 
an oppoſition between that condemnation which comes 
upon all men through the offence of one, and that 
' Juſtification of life which comes upon all men by the 
righteouſneſs of one, i. e. of Chry?; and therefore all 
men muſt be taken in the ſame ſenſe in both parts of the 
verſe, and conſequently muſt be extended to a man- 
#ind”” This ſtates the argument rather ſtronger than 
is done by Mr. White, But it is not reaſonable to 
ſu ppoſe, that the terms of oppoſition have any reſpect 
tothe univerſal extent of condemuation and juſtification, , 
ſor the apoſtle's deſign is not to compare the number 
of thoſe who ſhall be juſtified, with that of thoſe who 
ate condemned by the fall of Adam; but to compare 
' the to heads together, Adam and Chrift ; and to ſhew, 
that as we are liable to condemnation by the one, ſe 
N we 


CC. 2 
we obtain righteouſneſs by the other.” From what 


was before. noted it appears, that the terms all and 
many, when deſigned to expreſs the numbers benefited 


and not all mankind; which may be farther argued 
from the nature of the privileges with which ſuch 
are benefited. They are of the higheſt importance, 
nothing leſs than zu/7ificatron, or a judicial acquittal from 
the guile of many offences, rogeiher with eternal life; 
and * it is fo plain, that they are appropriated to per- 
ſons of a particular character, expreſſed (in the 17th v) 
by receiving the abundance of grace and of the pift of 
righteouſneſs, that it is ſurpriſing any ſhould hate 
ſpoken of them as common to the whole human race. 
And nothing is more evident, thao that the original 
word for receive often ſignifies berng active in em- 
bracing a benefit propoſed, or a perſon offering himſelf 
under a character of importance. E 


il Mr. White admits, that none but thoſe, who now 
18 lay hold on the gift of righteouſneſs, have the imme- 
8 diate benefit of it; but ſalves the difficulty, by ſuppoſing 
* that others will reap the benefit of it hereafter, and 


0 by pleading that the word all muſt be taken as 
ll univerſally when ſuſtiſication through the righteouſneſs 
e of Chri/t is ſpoken of, as when condemnation through 
1 the offence of Adam. | „ 

n This plea hath been already anſwered ; but he at- 
0 tempts to ſtrengthen it by ſaying, for al / died in Adam 
Q W and therefore all all be made alive in Chriſt, Theſe 


D, i words he quoted before, and inferred from them the 
1 reſurrection of believers and unbelievers: herein he 
@ was not ſingular : others have done the ſame, but 
e without attending ſufficiently to the chapter from 
5 whence they are taken; in which the apoſtle treats 
e net, of the reſurrection of the ungodly ; but only of 
| 8 | 
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e See Dr. Doddridge's note, ) 


by Chriſt, as a federal head, comprehend his ſeed only, © 


| Chrit's and that of believers, as conſequent upon bis 
When he writes (1 Cor. 15. 16 — 20) if Chriſt be 


therefore, * ſince by man came death, by man came 


all die, even fo in Chrif? ſhall all be made alive” 
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pot raiſed, your faith is vain: then they which are 
fallen 2 in Chriſt are periſhed. If in this life 
only we have hope in Chr1ift, wwe are of all men moſt 
miſerable. But now is Chri/? riſen from the dead, 
and become the fir/? fruits of them that ſlept;“ it is 
evident that he hath his eye to believers, with reſpell 
to whom only Chriſt is the firſt fruits; he is not the 
firſt fruits of them who come forth from their graves 
to the reſurrection of damnation. When Paul ſaith 


alſo the reſurreQion of the dead; for as in Adam 


(v. 21, 22.) we muſt underſtand the reſutrection of the the 
dead as referring only to the reſurrection of pious be- W. 
levers, and the all that are made alive as intending Ro 
them: in which we are confirmed by the following ne 
verſes of the chapter: for © every man is raid in his nat 
own order, Chriſt the firſt fruits, and afterward they fin 
that are Chri/Ps, at his coming: by they that are H. 
Chriſts is meant they that had fallen aſleep in Chrift, tet 
or deceaſed chriſtians. The apoſtle doth not proceed thi 
to mention a word about the reſurrection of the un- bu 
godly : but when he comes to anſwer objectione ve 

| apainſt the doctrinę of the reſurreQion aſſerts that the th 
dead body is raiſed in g/ory—in power —a ſpiritual pa 
_ body, in the image of Chriſ's heavenly body, ſo that my 
death 1s — — fwallowed up in victory: which tic 
aſſertions can never be applied to them, who come UL 


forth from their graves to the reſurrection of Gamnation, 
and awake to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. S © 

The laſt quotation preſented us from Mr. White, is, th 
his remarks upon Eph. 1. 9. 10; and Col. 1. 20. is 


The apoſtle writes to the Epheſians, having made 70 


: known 


nigg of the 3d chapter to the Toth v. and it is called 


hole world; and Mr. Locke thinks it may be equi va- 


„ 2 
known unto us the myſtery of his will, according to 
his good pleaſure which he hath purpoſed in him- 
ſelf,” v. 9. The myſtery ſpoken of is not, that the 


| wicked part of the creation, whether men or devils, 


ſhould, with the holy part of it, be reheaded in 


| Chriff; but that the benefits of the goſpel were com- 
| mon to the Gentiles with the Jews, The calling 
| of the Gentiles had been long a ſecret, of which nei- 


ther they nor the Jews had any conception, till re- 
vealed by the holy Spirit to the Apoftles.” That this 
is meant by the myſtery here, is evident from the begin- 


the myſtery of Chriſt ( in the 4th v. of the 3d chapter 
and in Col. 4. 3.) This was the myſtery for which 
the apoſtle was in bonds (Eph. 6. 19. Col. 4. 3.) 
We may ſay with Dr. Taylor (in his note. upon 


Rom. 5. 18.)* the grand point in view is the extenſive» 


neſs ot the grace of the poſpel, in oppoſition to the 
parrow principles of the et, who would have con- 
fined ſalvation. withio the pale of their peculiarity.” , 
Had not Mr.-White's prejudice diverted him from at- 
tending to this important point, he would have found 


the key by which to have opened the next words: 


but he firſt fixes an. unſcriptural ſenſe upon the roth 
verſe, and then tells us tha? is the my/tery ſpoken of in 

the oth. The calliag of the Gentiles to a full partici» 

pation of ſimilar privileges with the Jews was that 
my/tery, which was ſo ordered, © that in the diſpenſa- 
tion of the fulneſs of times, he (i. e. God) might re- 
unite under one head all things in Chriſt, both which 
are in heaven and which are onearth.” Dr. Doddridge 


| hath the following note on the laſt clauſe, containing 
the true ſenſe of the verſe. « Both in headen and earth 


is conſidered by ſome, as a Jerwwr/þ phraſe to expreſs the _ 


„ 
lent to et and Gentiles, But it ſeems moſt reaſon. 
able to underſtand it, of bringing Angels as well as 
men under the government of Chriſt. The original 
verb muſt, in its moſt literal ſignification, expreſs uniting 
again under one head. Both Angels and men were at 
firſt in ſweet and harmonious ſubjedtion to the Son, of 
God, the great Creator of both; but man having broke 
himſelf off from the ſociety, the Son of Man by his 
humiliation and ſufferings recovers all who believe. % 
him, and in his human nature preſides over the kingdom 
to which in the world of glory, they and his angels 
belong. This interpretation preſents us with a noble 
view,” and preſerves the harmony of ſcripture doftrines, 
while Mr. White's makes them a jumble of diſcords. . 
The church at Colofſe conſiſted chiefly of Gentile 
eonverts, as did that at Epheſus ; and PauPs epiſtle to it 
was written as that to the Epheſians, when he was in 
bonds. He takes ſpecial notice in both of that my/tery 
of Chri/t, of which we have been ſpeaking; and in 
Col. 1. 20, exprefleth the ſame ſentiment we have 
| conſidered, with a ſmall variation in words, and 
(having made peace through the blogd of his croſs) by | 
him to reconcile all things to himfelf, by him, I fay, 


. * Whether they be things on earth or things in heaven.“ 


On which Dr. Doddridge remarks, « Dr. Whitby would 
render it, by him to make all things friendly in him, 
making peace between them by the blood of his croſs; and 
1 apprehend, that to be the true ſenſe, and the only 
ſenſe in which things in heaven can be ſaid to be 
reconciled ; when a breach commenced between man 
and the bleſſed God, the angels, as faithful ſubjes, 
muſt join with him againſt the rebellious creature, and 
be ready to act as enemies to him, while he continued 
the enemy of God,” but, upon that breach's being 
made op by the blood of the croſs, angels are recon - 
eiled to man. - 1 
8 5 . 


\ CJ 
Mr. White harps upon the comprehenſive terms all 
_ things, which he or his extractor gives us in capital. He 
tells us, And when he, i. e. the apoſtle, ſays, all things, 
it is manifeſt nothing is excepted, Had he not been 
bigotted, he would have recollected, that though the 
word is things, the apoſtle intends per/ons or rational 
beings ; and that therefore many things may be 
excepted, eſpecially the everlaſting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels, and the worm. that dieth 
not, which are generally ſuppoſed. to be in bell 
and not on earth, There have been, and may be 
ſtill, maggotty people, who have ſuppoſed hell te 
be ſomewhere in or under the earth; but if the 
apoſtle had foreſeen it, he could not have taken 4 
more effectual method to have prevented our ſuppoſing, 
that ſuch as were confined there would be united again, 
with the reſt of the creation, under one head in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; for though when he ſpeaks of heaven ke uſes 
a prepoſition whoſe general meaning is in, when he 
ſpeaks of earth he changes it to another which means 
en, upon, or above. Mr. White might poſſibly have 
triumphed had the apoſtle ſaid, which are in heaven 
and which are in earth; and yet, as it is not granted 
by all, that hell is ſomewhere in or under the earth, 
it might ſtill have been maintained that the apoſtle 
ought to have been more explicit, and after having ſaid 
« which are in heaven and which are ix earth,“ ſhould 
have added, © and which are mn hell:“ but for want of this, 
all Mr. Whites concluſion © there is nothing either in hea- 
ven or earth which ſhall not finally be reconciled to God, 
and be reduced to a proper ſtate of ſubjection.“ is nothing 
more in ſupport of Univerſal reſtoration to favour, 
than if he had told us, in the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth. It may not be amiſs to note, 
that the change of the prepoſition from in to * * 
9 | & 
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both Fphefians ind Cole Mans. 
opon the futility of laying ſtreſs upon the term al, 
after what hath been ſo fully proved above, that it 
is often very far from including every individual. 

Thus much for the excellent Jeremiah White,” 
at preſent : proceed we to another writer upon the 
fame fabjet of Salvation for all men; who, though 
Bot honoured as Mr. Fhite with the epithet excellent, 


is certainly as extraordinary an interpreter of the fared 


eracles. 

| The apoſtle being led to ſpeak of the eden 
of believers at the coming of Chriſt (i Cor. 15. 23.) 
without damping his prefent joyful feelings, ariſiog 
from the centemplation of a glorious reſurrection, by 


ſtaying to take notice of the awful folemnities of the 


laſt judgment, ſprings forward in his views to the con- 
ſummation of the mediatorial ſcheme, and crys out, 
then, or after that, the end! when he ſhall deliver 
up the kingdom to God even the Father; when he 
ſhall have put down all rule, and all authority, and 
power: for he muſt reign till he hath put all enemies 
under his feet. The laſt enemy that ſhall be deſtroyed, 
is death. For he hath put all things under his feet. 


But when he ſaith, all things are put under him, it is 
manifeſt, that he is excepted, which did put all things 


under him. And when all things ſhall be ſubdued 
unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto 
him that put all things under him, that God may be all 
is all.“ 
the ſecond coming of Chrift, for the accompliſhment of 
which. a long per 
this end cometh; as the day of judgment according to 
ſcripture follows upon Chriſt's ſecond advent. Before 


this end cometh, univerſal ſubjection to Chrift ſhall take 


place; agrecable to the frrong and ert egſine terms that 
are 


tr is needleſs to dwelt 


But there is © @ great deal to be done after 


iod of time may be requiſite,” before 


are 
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are OR from which our extraordinary inter preter 
iofers, that the univerſal ſubj.Fion to' Chriſt implies 
the lata! and atfolute deſtiuction of fin, Satan and 
death, the ſecond no leſs than the firlt, and the reduc- 
tion of the whole human race under a free and yet full 
ſubjection io the goverument of God, ſo as to be the 
meet objectu of his mercy, when he ſhall finally take the 
ling dom into bis own hands, He charges (he common 


explanation of the paſſage with giving us a poor, low © 


idea of the final effect of Chr iſt's reigu, io compariſon « of 
what he contends tor, It may fo, in the opinion of 
one, Who appears to be wiſe above what is written, and 


| to leave the, common explanation, that he may farce 


upon us an uncommon one, in order to ſerve a purpoſe, 
To ſerve this purpoſe he unfairly introduces into the 
paſſage a diſtinction that hath nothing to do with it, 
the diftinFion between the firſt and ſecond death; and 
then very artfully. endeavours to palm upon his reader, 
the pooreſt and loweſ? of all ideas, even a falſe one, that 
the apoſtle ſpake of the ſecond death as well as of the 


| firſt, when he faid, © the laſt enemy that ſhall be 


deſtroyed is death :” whereas it is plain from, the 
whole chapter, that he ſpeaks of thar firſt corporeal death 
which is deſtroyed by the reſurrectiou. This death is 
the laſt enemy ** that continues to hold in ſome ſort the 


ſubjects of Cbriſt under its dominion ;” and is the lat 


io be totally and literally deſtroyed ; and its deſtructioa 
commenceth upon the ſounding of that trumpet which 


2nnounceth the coming of Chriſt io judgment. Now 


if this death is the laſt euemy co be totally aod literally 


deſtroyed, what becomes of our author's ſcheme ? For 


after its deſtruction followeth that awſul judgment 
which will conſign the devil and his angels and the un- 
godly race, of mankind to, the, pains. of the, ſecond 
death; ind thus the abſolute deſtruction of fin, Satan 

ad 


E 
and the fecond death, as built upon this paſſage, is wh 
ſet aſide, aud numbers of the ſons of Adam will de 

juſlly confined for having been, and continuing to be, 
REBELS againſt the government of God— whether 
everlaſlingly confined in hell remains to be enquired into, 
Tbe common explanation may be pronounced poor 
and /ow; but if the true one, and according to the 

divine mind, it would argue more wiſdom and 
to withhold the epithets. It is not what we wiſh of 
fancy; but what the Lord reveals that we are 10 
receive for truth : 
ſcripture, as a revelation from heaven, we ſhould be 
upon our guard, Jeſt our wiſhes and fancies ſhould 

impoſe an uninſpired ſenſe upon it. 

All rule, and all authority and power is pot down, 
ond all egemies are ſubdued, and all things put under 
the feet of ChriF, when they are either brought into x 
willing and holy ſutjection to him, or are vanquiſhed and 
| puniſhed by him, fo as full) y to diſplay his ſuperiority 
and ſovereignty over them ; and we are led to con- 
ctive of the latter rather than of the former, by the 
terms till he bath put all enemies under bis feet” 
The expreſſion inclines us to apprehend, that the 
perſons in this ſtate of ſubjection are Hill enemies, who 
deſerve to be trampled under foot; inftead of true 
nay. reduced to a free and full ſubjection. mee! 
e&;efts of God's mercy, and fit to enter upon the joys of 
heaven : and is, therefore, wholly ſubverſive of the 

author's deſigu in quoting the paſſage. 
He is certainly an uncommon genius, or he would 
never have thought of finding in the fir/? promiſe of a 
Saviour, the doctrine of Salvation for all men, He 
tells us that the words (in Gen. 3. 15.) 4nd I will put 
enmity between thee and th: woman, and between thy ſeed 
and ber ſeed; be fhall bruiſe iby bead, and thou Halt 
druiſe bis bel; are 2 to convey the thought of 
ner 


and while profeſſed believers in 
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chat © complete victory. which Chri/, the feed of the 


1 woman, ſhould gain over the devil, there ſpoken of 
e under the emblem of a ferpent : for the words are 
© WJ cridently an allufion io the way of deſtroying ſerpents, 
10 by ſtrikiog their head. To bruiſe a ſerpent's head is 
* 2 phraſe expreſſive of one and the ſame thing with 
he tiling @ ſerpent One would imagine, that the next 
ty paragraph ſhould therefore have been, © Conſequently, 
* when it is ſaid of Chriſt, that he ſhould 6bruz/e the 
10 Jer pent's bead, the idea obviouſly and naturally commu- 
io nicated by the words, is, that he /ball deſtroy the devil,” 
de bis very being, fo that he ſhould not live any longer; 


but contrary to our author's own premiſes, it is, not 
his being, but that kingdom of his, which as a fempter, 
he has introduced into the world, accompanied with 


— forrow and death: and thus, according to our author's 
a reaſoning, though the ſerpent means the devil; and 
nd though to brur/e 4 ſerpent's head, is a phraſe expreſſivs 
ty of one and the ſame thing with 4i//ing a ſerpent, the 
0» devil himſelf is not 10 be deſtroyed, he Is 10 eſcape 3 


he and the ſtroke inſtead of filling him, is only to deſtroy 
| the kingdom he hath ſet up in the world. But till, 
* if our author is right; and his firft promiſe of God 
fairly leads us to look for the time when /in that work 


P of the devil (ball be totally and abſolutely deſtroyed by 
W him who was born of a woman;” then either the. 


of devil, or bis deviliſm muſt be deſtroyed, and he be con- 
verted into a good being, or fin ſtill remaineth in the 


under moral lh 10 God,” 4 and it ought Carat 


od © it is declared that he ſhould.” What means our author 
by faying the devil, that is, his kingdom? Is the 
of ui and his 4ingdom. one and the ſame, fo. _— 

_ ne 


temper of the devil, and it is ot true in event and fa, 
d chat Sz x is totally deſtroyed, by a reduction of all men 


Ie his own principles). to be fairly and honeſtly o % 
(by bim) that Chriſt has not brui ſed tbe ferpent”s Bead, 26 | 


— ew. ant irene conn 
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the deftruftion of the latter is the deftroQion of 
the former? Then indeed, he who deſtroys the 
building, deſtroys the builder, Þ 
But our author ſeems to think, that if the human r: race 
are all /aved, then the devil's kingdom will be deſtroyed. 


He bath herein overlookt certain truths of no ſmall 


importance in the preſent caſe. Sin did not fi-ft begin, 
when Adam fel} in paradiſe; but in the bliſsiul 
regions, when the angels deviated from their firſ 
Hate of integrity and holineſs, and for their thus ſin- 


fing were caſt down to hell. Ove of theſe. fallen 


angels, for ſome ſpecial reaſon, is ſtiled the devil and 


diſtinguiſhed from bis angels; and probably is che ſame 


active and Jeading agent in wickedneſs that is meant 


hy Beelzebub the prince of devils. While the devil 


and bis angels remain at enmity with God, retaining 
their character as rebels againſt him, /in and luft (till 
reign. If then, the being of the devil is to be ſpared; 

and yet, fin, that work ot "he devil, muſt, according to 
ſhe firſt promiſe, be tally and ab/ lutely deſtroyed, by 
him who was born of a woman ; the words in Geneſis 
are a promiſe of ſalvation to the devil and bis angels, no 
Jeſs 'than to Adam and bis poſterity. © But that this 


premiſe of ſalvation to them, ſhould come in, while 
the Deity was prononncing a curſe upon the ſerpent, 


appears to me impoſſi ble! 
Another text from the ſame writer, * the laſt 


_. which the extractor brings to view, is recorded in 
Revelation 5, 13. Ani every creature which is in 
h:aven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
ſuch as are in the ſa, and all that are in them, 
beard 1 ; ſaying, bleſſing and honour, and glory, and. 


power, be unio bim that ſfitteth upon the throne, 


and unto the lamb for ever and ever. The interpre- 
tation given to this palſage, | is farther from the truth, 
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by ſome hundreds of years, than from the preſent 
moment to the end of time; and had our extractor 
conſidered it duly, he would, tor his own credit, have 
concealed it from inſtead of bringing it to. view, It 
hath no manner of relation to tranſactions beyond the 
day of judgment; it is a figurative repreſentation pre- 
ſented to Jobn in viſion, before the Lamb opened any 
one of the ſeals, of that book wherein was written the 
future condition of the church at different periods. 
The general opivion is, that Foby was baniſhed to the 
iſle of Patmos in the reign of Domitian about the. 
year 96; ſome place it earlier, none later. The 
period copnetted with the opening of the firſt ſeal it 
thought by Dr. Newton, biſhop of Briſtol, to have 
terminated with the lite of the emperor Nerva. A. D. 
98. He ſuppoſeth, that the baniſhment of Jobn hap- 
ped under Nero's perſecution; and that the period 
commenced with Veſpaſian and Titus in 70, when 
Jeruſalem was deſtroyed, Mr. Lowman reckons, that 


| the period ended with the firſt century. Dr. Haae 


Chauncy, eldeſt ſon of a former preſident of Harvard 
College. and paſtor of a church in London, in a manu- 
ſcript work upon the Revelation, wrote about ninety 
years ſigce, in my poſſeſſion, interprets the white borſe, 
which appeared upon the opening of the firſt ſeal, as ex- 


preſſſive df that ſtate of peace and tranquility which the 


churches enjoyed ſoon after oby's having the viſion, 
which he places in the reign of Domitian. He thinks 


that the period from the opening of the firſt ſeal began 
about 98, and laſted till the third perſecution under 
Trajan. I know not of any who bring the opening of. 


the firſt ſeal ſo low dowꝗyus the year of our Lord 100. 


The laſt paſſage therefotè which the extractor gives 


vs, inſtead of relating to a tranſaction to take place 
90 body can imagine toben, upon the ſcheme of the 
pamphlet), 


0 40 
wrinphiter) after the day of judgment, preceded aw 
event that exiſted near upon ſerenteen hundred years 


The Amador haviog given us n a le; of 
writers, (two only) ſome fete ( doubileſs the moſt weighty) 


of the many texts mentioned by them in favour of 


Salvation for all men, exhibits a lle extra from 


objections brought againſt the doctrine. 
The firſt he brings forward is Dr. Zoſepb 


what they and others have offered in EEE: 


Scott ; for after he quitted the miniſtry, he was a 


odor of Phyfick, 


he Dr. bath certainly been trepanned into is 
- ſupport of a ſcheme, to which he was oppoſed. 1 
ſhall ſtare the caſe to the reader, and leave him to 
follow it with his own remarks. The Dr. indeed 


preached and publiſhed againſt the proper eternity of 
hell torments; bat in the ſame diſcourſes from 
whence the quotations are made, he argues that 


«2a great part of the texts which the ſcripture- writers 
make ufe.of, whereby to expreſs future puniſhmenr, a3 


to dis, to be defiroyed, to reap corruption, to burn up. 

to conſume, when applied to the perſons of men, ate 
ſo far from implying a perpelual continuance of their 

life, that, on the contrary, theſe terms (if literally | 
underſtood) ſuppoſe, that a period will be put to it, 

And ſhould this death,or deſtrufion be ſo circumſtanced, 

as not to admit of any after reſtoration, it, may, for 

that reaſon, be ſtyled an everlofting deſtru tim; ns 

the means by which it is performed, an everlaſting 


| gfernal fire. And, if this death or deſtruckion, be te 7 
miniſtred by way of puniſhment, for the ſame reaſon, 


that the death or deſtruMiohare ſaid to be cternul, fo 
alſo may the puniſhment. When it is affirmed, that 

the —_— ſhall die, ſhall rag corruption, —_ be 
| | | urns. 
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zurnt up; and when the ideas of life, in 
indiſſolubility, are conſtantly reſtrained to the good 2nd 
virtuous part of mankind, as their peculiar . p 
will it not follow from hence, that to affirm the wicked 
to be continued for ever aliye, though in a ſtate of 

miſerable ſenſation, is not only to affirm that which is 
not affirmed in ſcripture, but which in reality, con- E 
| tradifis it, and renders the ſcripture - account of things ' 
inconſiſtent with itſelf ? J add, that, how true ſoever =_—_ 
it is, that the common cataſirophe belongs to dll the 
wicked, that they ſhall be deſtroyed, or, to ſpeak in the _ 
ſcripture fyle, that the ſoul, which ſins, it ſhall die : yet _ 
this death or deflrutiion, may admit of different degrees of - © nn 
miſery, in proportion to the different degrees of guilt.” 
„The. ftrift and proper ſenſe of the ſcripture threat- 
ning conveys the idea of a true and proper death. 
Fire is a deſtructive element, and has a tendency 10 
conſumes the bogies that are caff into it; both the 
nature of it and the ſcripture account oblige us to 
iater, that the Wicked (hall be conſumed and burnt up 
mM: 

In the cloſe of the "RAP formon on he ſubjeQ of 
future miſery, the Dr. addrefles the finner ihus, . Caaſt 
thou, in cool reflection reconcile thyſelf to the theught of 
beiog condemned by. that all-righteous Judge, and, by 
his impartial ſentence,. not only excluded from the 

Juture happineſs, but alſo conſigned over to deftirultion, - 

a deſtruction which (by ſuppoſition) will not be reverſed, 
an everlaſting deſtruttion from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power ? 1s thy paſſion 


of fear tuncapable of being moved by a defiruttion 
fo circamſtanced as this? And where, beſides that 
circumſtance of diſſolution, which belongs to all bad 
men in common, each is given to underſtand, that this 
death will be executed upon bim, with that degree of © 
ſufering, which is proportioned to his crimes.” 

Hoe ver 
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| However erroneous the Doctoi's ſentiments reſped 
ing future miſery and other matters might be deemed 
by many who had a perſons] knowledge of him; yet his 
integrity, was unimpeached; and he cannot be ſuppoſed 


to have faid as above, if he favoured or held with 
the doctrine of Salvation for all men; for his reaſon- 


ing is deſigned to prove, that the wicked will be fo 
fully deſtroyed, as after a certain period to ne uo 
further exiſtence, © 


| Notwithſtandiog the Door aſſerts, that * the term 
ſo commonly tranſlated eternal, everlaſting, for ever and 
ever, does not from any force of the word, imply what 
we mean by a /{ric? and proper eternity; the original 


words, both in the Hebrew and Greet, ſignify nothing 


more than an age, and in the plural ages, either /onger 


or ſhorter, definite or indefinite; yet, from the above 


quotations, one would be ready to imagine, he had 


ſome doubts, whether or no, a Htrict and proper eternity 
was not intended, when the puniſhment and deſtruction 


of the wicked and the means of effefting it are ſpoken 


of ; or why doth he ſay, * if the deſtruction admits got 
of any after reſtoration it may be ſtyled an everlaſting 


deſttuction and the means by which it is performed an 


everlaſiiiig.or eternal fite —and that, if the deſtruc̃tion 
is adminiſtred by way of puni/bment, for the ſame 
reaſon, that the death or deſtruction are ſaid to be 
eternal, fo allo may the | puniſhment Why doth 


the Dr. thus attempt_ to prove, that there is a ſenſe 


in which the term, eternal, or everlaſting, when applied 


io the deſtr uction: and puniſhment of the wicked and 
the fire of hell, mu ere a fri and Proper eternity, 


ſo be that the originaF80th not mean it in the places 


alluded to? Doth not this amount ok 10 4 1 


log * the point in * 
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(397 }) 
But to examine the aſſertion reſpeQing the term, 
both in the Hebrew and Greek, tranſlated eternal, ever- 
laſting. for ever and ever; beginning with the Hebrew 
gnolam, frequently printed in the European publications 
olam. Dr. Taylor, who was intimate with Dr. Scott, and 
publiſhed his concordance many years after the ſermons 
of the latter were printed, expreſſes the fame ſentiment 
on the word gno/am, roundly declaring, * 1t fignifieth 
eternity not from the proper force of the word, but 
when the ſenſe of the place, or the nature of the ſub- 
ject, to which it is applied requireth it; as God and 
his attributes. If this is a 5 remark, it holds good 
in a much higher degree with reference to all the 
bother Hebrew terms* tranſlated everlaſting or eternal; 
ſo that of conſequence there is not an Hebrew word in 
the old teſtament, that in its ſtrict and proper ſenſe : 
ſignifies eternity or .eternal—which may be deemed' > 1 
molt extraordinary circumſtance in a divine revelation = 
* 2 Hebrew words are tanidh, kedhem, netzahh, atid 
3 | Nada" EY. ; 
| Tamidh occurs one hurdred and one times; but thought 
tranſlated a/ways, continually, perpetual, ever and evermore, 
_ Joth not even once include the idea of proper eternity. 
The true meaning of kedhem is antiquity ; you meet with it 
forty and three times. In Deut. 33. 27. it is rendered eternal, 
the eternal God, inſtead of the God of antiquity, In Pſ. 55. 
19. of old, he that abideth of oid: ſo in Micah 53. 2. whole 


goings forth have been from of eld. In Hab. 1. 12. everlaſting, 
art thou not from ever/aſting ? In Pro. 8, 23, in the plural 
ever, or ever the earth wass. | | | 
etzahh out of forty five times is often tranflated for ever ; | 1 
but does not neceſſarily imply proper eternity more than twice | 
or thrice, unleſs we include thoſe places, where if that inter- | 
pretation is allowed the ſcheme of Univerſal Salvation mult = 
be of courſe demoliſhed ; and thoſe alſo wherein it is aſked $1 i" 
wilt thou forget me for ever ? wilt thou be angry for ever ? . 
wilt thou hide thyſelf for ever ?” and the like. Ir is not 
once joined with any name of Sed to expreſs his HO | 
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of. that magnitude, aud whoſe. ſubject matter, in places, 

is ſo peculiar as to require it. But poſſibly the candid 
reader, after having weighed what is to be offered, 
way de ready to pronounce both the Doors: greatly 
miltakeo, and to believe, chat the fact is, that the true 
and proper force. of the word gaolam, is, eternity or 
Pen betuity. but that like the word eternal in Engliſb it 
15, on occaſion, uſed figuratively to expreſs a longer or 
harter, a definite or indefinite, duration, which: is to be 
determined by the ſenſe of the place, and the nature 


of the ſubject to which it is applied. 
G nolam is to be met with for the firſt time in Gen. > | 
23. In that, and the following verſe, the Lord God 
propoſes to ſend Adam (vow that he hath fallen and 
is become mortal) forth from the garden of Eden, 
© leſt; he-put forth his hand, and take of the tree of 
life andi eat, and-live for ever hope and expect to live: 
for ever. Gnalam, cannot here. mean an age: for, as 
yet no age had run out: and beſides Adam was not to 
live it; Whereas he lived au age longer thad any man * 
elſe, 
Gnadh as a noun occurs twenty and eight times. Taylor 
. would not admit, that, in If. 9. 6: (in the original 22 . 
of eternity, tranflated the ever/aſting father) it means 
eternity a parte ante if applied to the Lord Jefus; and then 
there are only fix places where it muſt be underſtood of proper 
eternity. It is joined with guolam eighteen: times, and once 
| with the plural gnolmec: thrice it precedes gnolam, but fol- 
Joe! it fifteen times, and: gnolmee once. According to Ab 
"Ezra, when following gno/am,.it ſerves only as # prepoſition 
and refers to the word gnolam ſunk by an ellipſis; ſo that 
. legnolam vegnadh is a conciſe mode of ſpeech or writing for 
legnolam vegnadh gnolam. This remark. of Aben Ezra ap- 
. pears juſt, as the abbreviation is moſtly. in the Hebrew poeſy 
- (whoſe metre might require it) the ſong of Moſer after the 
_ deſtruction of Pharaoh, and the- Pſalms. Whether gnadee 
Num. 24. 20, 24. is to be conſidered: as the plural of the 
- - Noun or as a prepoſition is hard to determine. Balaam, in- 
Read of ſaying of Amalel or Aber, he ſhall periſh for tue, 
might.ooly ſay, be ſhall periſh until or onward, and there 
ſtop, leaving Imagination to fill ap the blank. 


| VT 

elſe, ſhon!d you deduct from thoſe ahtediluvians who 
were bern into the. world, only fifty years for their 
minruyy, It is evidently contrafted to death or mbr- 
zality,” and threfore necefarily | inclodes immortality or 
perpetuity; and fignifies expteſsly the fame with our 
irabſlation. This we may pronounce the original 
fignification of the Hebrew term. And fach a ſenſe 
well agrees with the root from which it is derived, 
meaning to be hid, concealed or ſecret : For midſt 
 effuredly nothing is more hid, concealed, or ſecret, with 
regard to finite beings, than eternity—the eternal God 
valy excepred. Erervity, properly conſidered, is 1504 
© eply which is concealed from the underſtandings of men 
| pod angels, and viewed by the divine mind alone, 
Whether Hebrew was the language of Eden or bot, 
Moſes without doubt did expreſs the truth in the moſt 
proper and ſignificant terms 7 
In ſupport of what has been now advanced, let it be 
noted, that gnolam is uſed as an epithet whereby t6 
characterize the frue God, and to diſtinguiſh him from 
the falſe gods of idolaters. Some of the names by 
which He was ſpoken of, as El, Elohim, Elobee, were 
given alſo to falſe deities and idols; and therefore the 
term gnolam is once aud again added when the true God 
is intended, in order to mark him out by it; and the 

attribute, by that term aſcribed to him, is conſidered as 
being ſufficiently deſeriptive, arid what no other pods 
cold pretend to, their origin being of late date: But 
if the word gaolam, by its own proper force, doth not 
expreſs that attribute, on the contrary gains that . 
tial meaning from its connexion, how can the appli- 
eation of it, to a dame of God common to falſe pods, 
deſeribe the true God? The epithet io that caſe does 
not deſeribe the fubjed?, but the ſubje the epithet ; 
which is contrary to the very deſgn of epithets. When 
io deed the proper meaning of an epithet expreſſes my 


C If - 


than tan belong to the ſubject, then the nature of the 


ſubject obliges us to underſtand it Sguratively : but 5 


this is widely different from its gaining a meaning in- 
Fnitely beyond what is proper to it, by being joined 
to a name of deity not peculiar to the true God, and 


therefore not neceſſarily implying any thing infinite or | 


eternal in it. Let it alſo be obſerved, that the pro- 

er force of a word may at length vary. The. word 
may obtain through cuſtom and common conſent a a2 
ſignification widely different from. what ic had when 
firſt uſed; nave and villain are inſtances, each had 
formerly a good meaning, it is now the reverſe. The 
uſe to be made of the obſervation is, that could it be 

roved that the origina / ſiguification of gnolam was nor 
rig and proper eternity, contrary to the evidence above 

roduced ; yet it is plain from the manner in which it 
is uſed, in order to mark out the true God, that it 
acquired and poſſeſſed this as its frue and proper ſenſe, 
when the ſacred oracles of the old teltament were 
Written. Ee 14 | + Zh ee in 
But to advert to the paſſages wherein it is uſed for 
eternity or to mark out the eternity of God, and ſo to 
diiſtinguiſb the true from every falſe god; after having 
noted, that the Hebrew language through want of 
adjeFives often makes uſe of a noun; thus gnolam 
ſignifying eternity, is uſed for eternal or everlaſting in 

manner following, the god of eternity, for the ever- 
| laſting or eternal God; in many places it is tranſlated 


by ever or evermore. JEHOYAH, one of the pecultar 


names of the true God, is ſynonymous with the ever- 
laſting God; and hence Abraham is ſaid ta have called 
vpon the name of ]JEHovan the everlaſting God';XF and 
the everlaſting God JeHovan, the creator of the ends 
of the earth is ſaid not to faint or be weary. f We 
read, © Thou O JEenovan, remaineſt for ever; 
| | Thou, 

7 Gen. 21. 33. II. 40. 28. 1 Lam. 5. 1. 


„„ 


Thou. Is Ho VA, art moſt High for evermore :* Thou 
art from everlajling,” + and that Jerovan ſhall 
endure for ever. f IEROVAR, though not named, is 
intended by him that liveth for ever ia Damel (12 ch. 


v.) When He himſelf lifteth up his hand to heaven 


and ſweareth, the form of the oath is I live for ever. 
In order to expreſs particularly his exiſtence from 


eternity to Eternity it is ſaid, even from everlaſting to 


everlaſting thou art God. F Inſtead of for ever and ever, 
as in our tranſlation (1 Chro. 16. 36—ag. 10.) it 


ſhould be, according to the original, and as tranſlated 


elſewhere (Pl. 4. 13106. 48.) © bleſſed be the 


Lord God of Ifrael from everlaſting to everlaſting,” “ 


Wie muſt underſtand the term gnolam in vari6us 


other places as meauing eternity; thus when we read, 
that Jehovah ſitteth kiog for ever; that his counſel 
ſtandeth for ever; that his glory ſhall endure for ever ; 


that his mercy endureth for ever, or is everlaſting; 
that his truth endureth ſor ever; that his name en- 
dureth for ever, and is from everlaſting; that he keep- 
eth truth for ever, reigneth for ever and is an everlaſt- 
ing king. According to Aben Ezra, as obſerved in a 
preceding note, it is meant to be repeated, in order 


to heighten the expreſſion, oy is moſt juſtly rendered 


for ever and ever, 
Ia the Chaldee dialect it retains the ſame meaning. 


Daniel cries out, * bleſſed be the name of God from 


everlaſting to everlaſting.” | Nebuchadnezaar in his im · 


perial proclamation to all people, nations and languages, 
declares God's kingdom to be an everlaſting kingdom, 


that his dominion is an ever/a/ting dominion, and that 


He liveth for ever. When Daniel's viſion was explain- 
ed to bim, i it was ſaid of the moſt High, that his 


Hinges is an everlaſting kingdom 
ft s king LY "Applic 


9 pr 92. 8. —93 . 2. PET 7.102. 12. | Deut. 32. 40. 
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Applied Sgorncively to thoſe labjefs that neceſſarily. 
exclude eternity, it frequently anſwers to the Engliſh. 
terms ever and aleuay when uſed in a relaxed Gala 

Thus the Hebrew ſervant who had his ear bored was to 

ſerve his maſter for ever ;* and the eros were to ob- 
ſerve certain ordinances and ſtatutes for ever ; ; | as long 
as poſſible, whilſt the ſervants ability and the Moſaic 
diſpeafation continued. But that gnolam when thus 
uſed doth aot properly mean the aye of man or a cen- 
tury (which are expreſſed by other words) is evident 
from the phraſes, throughout your generations by ak 
ordinance ever, and it /ball * 4 ſtatute for ever 

throughout your generations, fF A 

We read, © notwithſtanding the cities of the Levites 

may the Levites redeem af any time,” || in the original 

gnolam, and the text is literally * the redemption · right 
tall be ever or perpetually to the Levites,” to be ex- 

eereiſed at pleaſure. When the Pſalmiſt ſaith, «I 

have inclined. my heart to perform thy ſtatutes alway,”' 
he means as long as poſſible. But when ob faith, * 1 
would not live alway,” K* the word might be rendered 

_ _ eternally : and what man of a ſimilar character with 

Jab would not loath immortality in the preſent body = 
and world? The word might alſo have been rendered 
eternally in that pafſage, and Jehovah ny = 

__ ſhall not alway * . . 


® Ex, 21. 6. 3 14.—25. 21, ey many other Pues 
t Ex. 12. 14. Lev. 10. 9. | Lev. 25. 32. 5 Pf. 119. 11. 
job 5. 16. 4+ Hen. 6. 3. The original FJehoveh has been 
en in ſeveral quotations, inſtead of the Fagliſh Lord, which 
1 term relates to dominion, whereas Jehovah expreſſes 
abſolute exiſtence. Here I cannot omit mentioning my earneſt 
wiſh, that whenever another American edition of the bible is 
| printed, it might be recommended by Congreſs, that Feboval 
Would be retained in the * . . 5 Een 
in the Original. | . 


times to expreſs the continuance, of the co 
With Noab relative to the world's: not being 
drowned———of the covenant. with: Abrabem 


2 longer or ſhotter duration, and hath a ſenſe given 


rr 


5 « 630 = 
Gnolam may or muſt have the force of eternity in 


more than one hundred and twenty, out of our 


hundred and: twenty eight times that it occurs 
the ſingular number. It is deſigned more: than 


= 


ſeed of the covenant with the Jewiſll | 
and of. thoſe ſtatujes. ordinances and fo — 
which were io bo obſerved hy that people while che 
Moſaic diſpenſation laſted: la other places it imende 


it in the tranſlation ſuited to the connexion. It occurs 


in the plural number only nine times in the Chuluas 


and twelve in the: Hebrew: K but it is plain that the 
ſenſe. is moſtly ſunk by means of ir, to undefined! 
periods of duration: inſtead of expreſſing eternity; in 


like manner as gods mean leſs: than Gad, for though' 


there be gods many and lords. many, to us there. icht 
* Gad, . Lond, 1 Notwithſtanding 


It is plural i in the . when, it is ſaid, 0 king live fone: 
ever (Dan. 2. 4—32 95, 40—6. 6,21.) that, the God 
of heaven ſhall ſer up a kingdom, which ſhall not be ever de- 

Se but ſhall ſtand for ever (Dan. 2. 44 twice) that the 
od of Daniel is the living God and ſtedfaſt for ever (6. 26.) 
that the ſaims ſhall-. pofſeſs the kingdom for ever, even- for 

ever and ever (7. 18.) | 

It is plural in the Hebreao when it is ſaid, © 1 have ily, buile ' 
thee a ſettled place to abide in for ever” (1 Kings 8. 13. 
2 Chro. 6: 2.) I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever*” 

(PI 61. 4.) I have confidered the years of ancient timer. 
Will the Lord caſt off for ever? (PC. 77. 5, 7.) Tby king - 
dom is av ever/a/ling kingdom” (Pſ. 145. 13: where the plu- 

ral has the Hebrew for all before it) © It hath been already 
of old time” (Eccl. 1. 10.) © In the Lord Jehovah is ver- 
lafling ſtiength“ (If; 26. 4.) © Ifrael ſhalt be ſaved with an 
_everlaſtingſalyation, ye ſhall not be confounded word without 
end (Iſ. 45. 17. twice) Awake O ſword of the Lord as ia 
the generations ef old” (If. 51. g.) © Seventy weeks are deter- 
mined to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs” (Dan. 9. 24. 


( 64? 


- Notwithftanding the number of places, is whick . 
gnolam muſt, from the nature of the ſubj<Qs to which < 
it is joined, ſignify limited periods of duration, is greater A 
than where it means eternity; yet it is apprehended, _ 7 
that, if the impartial enquirer after truth attends duly 00 
to what hath been above advanced, he will be con- 1 
- vinced, that the original and continued literal import of 0 
the term is ſtrict and proper eternity, and that where- fr 


ever it doth not expreſs this, it is uſed figuratively, 
Let us now ſee by what words gnolam is tranſlated” 
in the Greek. The Greet tranſlation of the bible is 
ſuppoſed to have been made at Alexandria about two 
hundred and eighty four years before the birth of 
Chriſt, by ſeventy two of the moſt learned Jews, who 
were the beſt ſkilled in the Hebrew and Greet lan- 
guapes : for brevity they are uſually called the Seventy, 
and the tranſlation from them the ſeptuagint. The 
: Hebrew term is always (half a ſcore times only ex- 
ecepted) rendered, by the Greet noun aion, or the 
adjective aionios formed out of it by the noun full 
as many again as by the adjective. The plural of the 
- noun does not occur ſo often in the. ſeptuagint, as 
the plural of gnolam in the Hebrew. In fourteen 
places the adjective is plural being joined io nouns 
that are plural, as generations, doors, paths, waſtes, 
hills, ways and places. The Seventy, as they muſt 
ha ve attended to fenſe and not to ſound, were of courſe. 
Jed to uſe the moſt . expreſſive word or words in the 
Greek, as oft as rift and proper eternity was meant in 
the original; and yet, though there is no denying that 
1 the Hebrew in numerous places intends ſtrict and proper 
| - T8t1ernity, not more than a ſingle inſtance. offers where- 
in they uſe any other term than aion or atonios 5 that 
inſtance is in Deut 33. 27. where mention is made, of 
the ererlaſting arms of the eternal God, which ny 
4 tehder 


0 SG ) Te 

tender by a word that Ggnifies — e 
per petlaai. The natural inference is that the —— 
were of opinion that gien and aionies fully expr. 
rid and proper eternity, and that neither any. 
fogle word nor any periphraſis was wan . 
It is not ſtraoge, that they were of this} opinion, "when 
it is recollefted chat Ariſlotle tells us that gi is:derived 
from two words that mean akoays.. exi/t; 
etymology is perfectly eaſy, and does not 


: only altering. the into the Fe number; brenn 
elking of lun zune gods 7775 
Ariſtotle flouriſhed only ſiaty years 'befots ths 


Septusgist tranſlation was wade, and died within 
thirty eight of it ; fo that the Seventy might be fully 


informed of his ſentiment. - His own abilities, and 
having been tutor to Alexander the great; gave himan 
extenſive character; and mien of letters were obliged, fot 
their own credit; to ſeek after and conſult his writing: 


Alexander's conqueſts ſpread the Greek language; 
and it became common. Of courſe, vaſt numbers, 
eſpecially of the diſperſed Jews being better acquaint- 


ed with the Greet gromey the Hebrew, the! 


came into general uſe, both privately and in their 
ſynagogues; and fo continued, until and long after 
the days of our Saviour and his apoſtles, when it was 


evidently in bigh eſteem. Our Lord's words is Meer, 
15:9. *in vain do they worſhip me teaching for 


doctrines the commandments of men, are the ſame with 


the ſeptuagint in Lf, 29. 13. and might be (tho it becomes 
me not to ſay were) quoted by Matthew from thai 
t 


ſeptusgint, fot the words 2 prophet [ſaiah (33. 7, 
10 which ve ate told ä 
| * 


. 


ranſlatiou. The Eunuch we muſt ſuppoſe uſed the 
35 33) he tead, dr. 


+-*"Ths | 
often happetis in matters of that kind, and is — 


what countenanced by the viſe that Homer made; fs 
hundred and Fac # ow before, of the ſame words,” 


— 
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irerally the ſame with it. The evangelifts and 8 


poſtles 
are thought to have followed it often. Peter in his 


' addreſs to the men of //ael quotes the Patriarch David 
ſpeaking concerning ihe Meſſiah (Acts 2. 25,26, 29, 28) | 
which is given us in the words of the Greet tranſlation, 
-famethiog different from the Hebrexo, though the ſenſe 
is much the ſame. From the regard thus ſhewn to 


the Sepwagint, it may be fairly concluded, that gion 


and aionios continued to retain the ſenſe in which hey 
were firſt uſed by the Seventy as expreſſive of ftrit 


and proper eternity; and in confirmation of their ſtill 
anſwering to the Hebrew gnolam let it be noted, that 


te Syriac verſion of the New Teſtament, which was 
made in the molt early times, uniformiy renders them | 


by the ſame term gnolam. 


Now let us ſearch the New e fur the 
ſenſe of aion and aionios. * The reader may, if be 


pleaſe, look into the Greek concordance, and he will 


t there find,” that aion is to be met with thirty and 


three times in the Evangeliſts, and aiontos thirty; 
And are we to underſtand an eternity as implied or 
intended, when our Lord ſaid (to the fig: tree) let no 


man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever he that ſhall | 


blaſpheme againſt the holy Ghoſt hath not forgiveneſs 


for 'ever—whoſoever drinketh of the water 1 ſhall 


give bim, ſball not thirſt for ever—if any man eat ef 


| the bread which came down from. heaven, he ſhall 


live for ever; he that cateth of this bread: ſhall live 


for  ever—if a man keep my ſaying: he ſhall not ſeo 
death for ever—they ſhall not periſh for ever, neither 


ſhall any pluck them -out of my hand whoſoever 


believeth in me ſhall not die for ever: then the. 
voun aion was rarely; uſed by our Saviour in any other 
| ſenſe than as meaning eternity, unleſs when confined 
to 4 different one by an ee or the ſubject he is 


s © | 3 1 2 * 


ax 

treating upon. 1 bare not added his words, the letrant 
abidath not in the houſe for ever, but the ſon abideth 
were and he ſhall give you another comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever: and lo I am with yon alway 
unto the end of the world ;” as it might be diſputes, 

whether more than a certain meaſure of time was itt» | 
tended in any of theſe places. The meaning of the 
word is limited when he faith, © it ſhall not be forgive 


in this, world the cares of this world — the harveſt is 


the end of the world—ſo (hall it be in the end of (hrs 
world the children of this world.“ There is no 
miſtaking him when he ſaith, in the world to come, 
eternal or everlaſting life; and that world,” in oppo- 
ſition to this world. In cloſing that pattern of prayer 
he gave to his diſciples, commonly called the Lord's 


prayer. he uſes the word in the plural number, thine 


is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever: 
ſo did Gabriel, when it was told the Virgin he, i. e. 
Jeſus, ſhould reige over the houſe of Jacob for eper. 
Mary uſed it in the ſiogular, ſaying, *he hath holpeo his 
ſervant [acl in remembrance of his mercy for:ever :?? 
and fo did Zacharias when he mentions the holy pro- 
phets which had beep ſince the world began; and Peter 
when he raſhly cold our Saviour, thou ſhalr not waſh 


my feet for ever ;” and the man cured of his blindneſs 


when he confounded the Jewiſh Sanhedrim by declaring. 
ſince the world began it was not heard that any man 


opened the eyes of one that was born. blisd. 1 


matters not Whether the Jews intended proper eternity, 


when they took notice of their having Hind out of 

the law that Chriſt abideth for &ver. But when they 

ſaid, now we know that thou haſt a devil; Abrabam 

is dead and the prophets; and thou ſayeſt if a man 
keep my ſaying he ſball not taſte of death: for ever 
it is 0 that ** referted to and — "ul 
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Lord as: — ® contivued perpetual exiſtenge, or 
imoortality ; ; and it muſt be conceded, that the noun 


an 23 commonly uſed by our Saviour without an ad- 
nonu or ſpecial ſubject to confine its meaning, dot 
contain in general the at of perpetuity. or Bis you 


* eternity. 


en the young ruler inquired good maſter, what 


| Mir 1 do that 1 may iaherit eternal life? — When the 
lawyer meant to try our Lord's ſkill in divinity by the 


fame 'queſtion— When our Lord told Nicodemur, that 
whoſoeyer believeth io the ſon ſhould have everlaſtin 


life; and Jabs the baptiſt declared the ſame to is 
diſeiples— When the woman of Samaria was informed 


that the water which Chriſt had io give, would be 2 
well of water fpriogi 05 up into everlaſting Ae — When 
the Jews were diredted to labour for the meat Which 


eadureth unto everlaſting” life ; and were told, whota 
|  eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood hath eternal 
| une laid to our Lord, thou haſt the words 


life—Wheo, 
of eternal le. When Chriſt tells us, thai he gives 
uato his (hee — life; and ſpeaking of the Father's 


comma ndment to publiſh the goſpel, ſays, and I'know 
that his commandment is life everlaſing— When he 
fays, * thou haft given him power over all fleſh, that he 


ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt given 


him; ; and this is life eternal (in the principle and Will 
terminate io it) that they mißht know thee the = 
true God and jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent” — 


any other be intended by eternal life than 2 tler, riou 
immortality? The adjective aioniss is joined 10 le 
twenty five times. by Chriſt himſelf nineteen, out of 


che thirty, and in all "theſe places means eier nal as 
ding trig and proper 


ren worn not to luſiſt pon 
* “ 
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will give up dur judpigedes | 
interpreters, in the four others, when joined by our 
Lord 10 fire, puniſbmeus and damnation, n 
lieve it means nothing more ihan a 7 
the real length of which ſcarce one of them will under» 
take to tell us. Such interpretations in direct violation 
of the general meauing of ſcriptura 
10 promote deiſm, rather than chriſtianity. When 
revelation i ſo treated by its fri 

is ſpurned by its enemies. 

| The: phraſe of ternal or 
the Ads and Epiſttes o aineteen times, in fixreen * 
eh it alſo means a glorious immortality ; another 
indeed mighr be added, bor when Jobs writes © ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him,“ he 
thereby deſigus that lively faith and holy obedience 
with which. a glorious immortality is connected as the 
The ſame Spoke 1 m_1wo ochey: ome 2 


22 


end thereof. 
iatends by it Jeſus Chriſt: 

The adjective aioias is uſed twenty: and two dds 
Epiſtles; four times in the 
plural, aud eighteen in the iogular number. In the 
plural by Paul when he writes of the myſtery, which 
was kept ſecret /ince 'the world. began; of the grace 
which was given in . Chriſt: Jeſus before the noorid 
and of that eterval life which God protniſed 
As our cauſe is not ſtraiten- 
ed for evidence, let it be admitted, that the ideas of 
eternity does not enter into any of theſe paſſages, 
But wi he A 00h, De u. Aue 222 7 


more in the Acts and 


begun; 


betore "the world began. 


ure borp -bouer word, a Te ber prong 


duration, 


words are calculated 
ten that: "It 
life is to de 3 
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| eternity, we muſt conclude he does the ſame in that 
which immediately ptecedes, when he ſpeaks of an 
eternal weight of glory, and in that which follows, 
wherein we read of an houſe not made with hands 


nificant duration. A, was alte 38 the 287) of 

the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, to look, in the; ſenſe 
he meant, at things which had a duration ſhort of 
eternity. As in this paſſage, he refers to a | proper 


eternal in the heayens. It is moſt reaſonable to believe 


' the like, when he writes of God's having given ever: 
_ laſting conſolation— when he 'aſcribes to the King of 


kings and Lord of lords honour and power everlaſting 
—when he mentions, the ſalvation which is in: Chin 
Jeſos with eternal glory ; Chriſt's becoming the 


author of eferna/ ſalvation unto all them that obey. him; 
the doctrine of eternal judgment; Chriſt's having 


obtained eternal redemption, and his having offered 
up himſelf through the eterna / Spirit; ; the promiſe 
of the eternal inheritance, which they that are called 
receive; and the blood of the ever/afting covenant. 
Thos alſo when he ſpeaks of the eemmandment of 
the everlaſting God: by which epithet he means 
rather to mark out the true God by the attribute 
alluded to; than to expreſs that the true God po- 


z ſeſſed that attribute. But it is. a falſe aſſertion, that 
« did we not know, before hand, "this eternity was an 


eſſential attribute of God, it could bever de argued 
from the application of this word to him.“ Indeed 
did we know, before hand, that it was not an effential 


attribute of God, it could never be argued that it 


was, from the application of this word to him: but 
the application of words may and do convince of- thoſe 
truths reſpecting God, which we neither did nor could 
know before hand, as every one muſt allow.,who. 


believes chriſtianicy - for un , convinced us v , 


knew 


( 71 R/ 


rag not, before hand, the love of God in 


pardoning the greateſt of ſinuers. But to return from 


this digreſſion; and admit that the apoſtle is not to 
be underſtood. as meaning proper eternity, when he. 
writes to Philemon . perhaps Oneſimus departed for 75 


2 ſeaſon, that thou ſhouldſt receive him for ever: 


however, methinks it is, offering an amazing vicloane 


to his writings, and taking au unwarrantable liberty 


7 


a Savjout, nor the exceeding: riches of. his grace ia 


wich them, to ſay, that, becauſe, in this laſt mentioned 


place and three others, he might not mean proper 
eternity, therefore he could not mean it, when he 
-_ mention of ever/a/ting deſtruction, though in 

rteen other places he uſes the term to mark out A 
fſtrict aud 
glory, and of the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 


and may be allowed to inread a proper eternity: but 
Jude is not to meet wich the like indulgence when he 


talks of - Sodom and Gomorrha and the cities about = 


them, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, though 
it ſhonld be obſerved, that by cities we are not-to-un- 
derſtand the buildings bar the citizens, as is evident. 


from our Lord's declaring, that it ſhould be more 


tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrba, in the day of judg- 


ment, than for that city which would not hear te 


apoſtles. As the everlaſting goſpel in the Revelation 


may poſſibly be ſo ſtiled in a figuratrve ſenſe, we ſhall 


not employ it in our argument. It may fuffice, that 
the adjective aionios is to be underſtood fifteen times 


out of the went two, 43 er to fri and 
þ"oper eternity. 


- Ir appears from the preceding. paragraphs, py 
the adjective , atonios is joined to fe, one and forty 


times in the New Teſtament, and as often includes 


ah and proper cmi, 0 uſed with that 2 | 
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proper eternity. Peter ſpeaks of ' eternal 
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to expreſs a glorious immortality. What > paltry 
Gow is the then ! 3 with, 0 oi 


5 — ro told, 10 other texts or FL ener to N 
indiſſolable, immartal, not to die any more,aud 
the like.“ Yes; and we ſhould know it frem the 


eaptible, 


numerous declarations made of their being to enjoy 
eternal life, and the like, were the other texts of — 
wanting: for the ment of #teraal life, - eternal 


ſolvation, and an eternal weight of glory, as oeceflarily 
The original 


Ggniſyiog. indiſſolabla, and tranſlated exdle/3, is to be 
found only in Heb. 7. 1 6. and has no direct reference 


implies immortality, as life does being. 


whatever to the righteous; but relates to Chriſt alone, 
wha is ſaid to be made a prieſt not after the law of « 
carnal commandment, but after or according to the 


power of an exdleſ3 life. It is a vain pretence of ſome, 
that the endleſs 
Cheiſt by virtue of his prieſtly office confers upon 
| them: for as Dr. Owen well obſerves, the compariſon 


life intends. that of believers, which 


and oppoſition that is made between the law of a carnal 


commandment, whereby Aaron was conſtituted'a prieſt, 
and the power of an endleſs - life, whereby Chriſt was 


bv ſo, do evidence that the taking of Chriſt * 4 
rieft as he is, was the Vr of this endleſs liſe: but 
dow can Chriſt de made à prieft. according to the 


power of that endleſs life which by virtue of bis priefily 
office he confers on others?” Such pretence makes the 
- efeft productive of the carſe, and then the cauſe pro- 
ductive of the %; and forms as complete a circle 
_ | 88 ever was travelled by à \Popiſh 1 Our 
Saviour ich. ibi is the btead which e 


1 * 
\ 
* 
! 4: 


6 


38388 8 


8 

+ 248 : © 
, mw 

U * : , 


x 2 
© = 


DTT FIT, 


— 
I 


* | 
am—_ > 


ble reſurtection, 
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from heaven, that a man i vc reef a 
(John 6. 50.) and below (v. 58) he that eateth of this 
bread ſhall. live for. ever, where ajon is uſed, . Can the 
Words, and not die mean more, or are they more 
expreſſive, than the words /ball live. for ever?. In 
anſwering the objection of the Sadducees regarding © 

de tells them, that they which ſhall - 
be accounted worthy to obtain that world and the 
reſurrection from the dead (he means a bleſſed reſur- 
rection becauſe it is condected with worthigeſs) 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, neitber can 
42 die any more (Luke 20. 36.) but their immortality 
in no more ſecured by that mode of expreſſion, than  - 
it had been, they /ball live for ever: it indeed leads 
- this thought, that, as they can dit 10 more, there is. 
v0 occaſion for marriage to ſupply the loſſes that 
death would occaſion. We read alſo (Rev, 21. 4) —__ 
there ſhall be no more death. My concordances . do | 
not furniſh me with more places herein the righ- $208 
teous are ſaid not te die am more. 5 
The apoſtle Paul, treating of the refarrefion of! the 
righteous, writes concerning the body, *jr-is ſown in 
corruption it is raiſed in incorruption. Now this 1 ſay, 
brethren, that fleſh and blood cannot inberit the king - 
_ of God: neither doth. corruption inherit i#cor- 
The dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible ; and 
F E. ſhall be changed: for this corruptible muſt put on 
incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on immortality; 
f6, when this corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal ſhall have put on immortality, then 
ſhall be broughe co paſs that ſaying, Death is ſwallowed 
vp in victory. (1. Cor. 15. 42, 5%, 52, 53, 54-) teſe 
aſſertions, relate to the body, and expreſs the change 
it (ball undergo, in order to. that glorious immortality 
l cr! fe an and which a 
| rig 


C 74 5 1 
righreons, ere they, in their complete perſons, enter 
che heavenly regions. The Greek tranſlated im. 
tality is applied to the righteotis only. twice. War 
is rapderes here _ incorr#ytien is tranſlared immortality 
in 2 Tim 1. 10 and Rom, 2. 7. This laſt place 
is « ful proof chat incorrugtion means lefs than elernat | 
the; for in it the apoſtle teſls us, that, to them, who 
by patient continuance in well doing feek for glory and 
honour and inrorrupmon, God will render cternal life. 
Aod thus the reader may obſerve, that the righteous 
are not once ſaid to be indifſoluble ; that make the moſt 
of it, they are ſaid, only Fbrice, not 10 dit any more; 

bat twice to be immortal, and five times to be incor» 
ruptible; however that incorraption is by the apoſtle © 
Paul affirmed to be inferior to eternal life. They who, 
| after weighing what hath been now mentioned, aud 
.*the number of times Ide adjetive ajonivs—ererna), is 
* Joived to life in che New Teſtement, wilt pretend, 
that we could not know, that the righteous would de 
bapgy for ever, but becauſe they are {aid in other ſerip- 
tores to be incorruptible ( indiffoluble ) immortal, not 10 
die airy more, and the like, are fo enthuſiaſtically” food 
| of their own dogma, as to be our of the rezch of 
'+ reaſon with regard to the point ju Hand,” - 
It remains that we examive the different mednings 
of the noun ien in the Acts, Epiſtles and Revela ion. 
But let it be firſt noted, that an bath ſeveral fignifi- 
\catiods, like a number. of Engliſh words, with which 
if a perfon is not well Nr or he wilt blonder 
moſt egtegionſly in  trarflating them into another 
language: juſt as, a. novice who ſhould -tranſlate the 
otiginal in Luke 16. 8. * the children of hi: eternity,” 
becauſe that aien in other places intends eternity; 
"The ſchiook boy who, having been converſant with 
N the - Greek for 2 while, e wou U- obſtinately refuſe te 
— tranſlate 
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: 64 25 ) 
- tranflare i it nuorld thoogh confined to ſuch le vit 
| cation by the nn 251; or maintain that the = 
muſt be the ſame, the ſound being the fame 
places, might. probably be adjudged. to as, 
diſcipline. Ignorance iu, or iuatention 10, the dif- 
terent meanings of the ſame word in the Hebrew, 
has givenuriſe to 8 moſt ridiculous circumſtance in the 
: 0 of Mcſes, who is generally drawn with burns, 
We are told (Ex. 34. 29.) that when he deſcended 
from mount Sinai the ſkin of bis face bone, the otigi- 
| 25 means alſo a horn. In the vulgate edition of + 
old teſtameut, in uſe among the Roman Catholics 
and authorized by their Popes, it is tranſlated, his fac 
was horned, and hence that ridiculous. circumſtance, | 
Aion, with other Greet words to confine its mean 
ing, in nine places anſwers to this world; in three ts 
te preſent world; in one to the preſent evil world 
in one to the world to came; in one to ace the 1world 
began ; and in one : tt according to (the age or mayners. | 
ot the, age, or as in our — the courſe of this 
world: in the laſt qnotation nian is readered the courfe, | 
and another word. is uſed for the world, 
Wie canpot (oppoſe, that the apoſtle Yames, in that 
grand eonſuſtation which was held at Jerſalem by the 
apoſtles, elders and whole. chriſtian.choreb within that 
city. reſpecting the liberties of the Gentile copverts, 
meant any thing ſhore of ' koown from, eternity nnto 
God are all bie wotles “ it is pity therefote that the 
original aion hed not been fo rranflated, inſtead of 
_ *known unto God are all his Works from the A 
bag 5.4 of the world. e 
4 wrote to the Corinthians, « if meat abe my 
her to oſſend, 1 will eat no fleſb for aver. this is 
mote in the ſtyle of the apoſtſe nd ſuits the Bngli/b 
Kiow 8s well 2s while the-world IE 25 -o 
2 * it 
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© faith of the liberal wan, 4 his righteouſneſs rethriverh 


epiſtle to the Hebrews, ” 


times ; which in the opinion of pumbers means only 


8 certain unchangeable duration unto the end of the 
time and works of the goſpel; but they who ſuppoſe, 


that the Prieſthood of Chriſt; after having put the 
ſaints into poſſeſſion of glory, will- have a continued 


Peter alſo meant a ri and proper eternity when 


he declared the word of God abideth for cer; 

and again * the word of the Lord endureth for ever,” 

which is no other than a quotation of Iſaiah's affertion, - 

_ | ® bar the word of our God ſhall ſtand for ever.” He 
certainly meant it, when he cloſed his ſecond epiſtle with 

* to him, i.e, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, be glory, 5 


both now and for the day (or term) of eternity,” an 


_ unuſual expreſſion in the original, and which is tran 
Jated © both now and for ever.” Surely it is "RE | 


then to underſtand him as meaning fri aud 


eternity, when he writes of the ungodly to whom 


the miſt of darkneſs is reſerved for ever.” The very 
ſame expreſſion, in the original, that Jude makes' uſe of 


concerning them; though rendered ſomewhat different, 
* to whom is referved the blackneſs of darkneſs forever. 
When John writes, of the truth and which ſhall 
| be with us for ever 6h it Is not ſo clear that he intends 


ay Pa 1 Con 5. 9. 
\ j Et 
B 


for ever, wi be may mean that the power and inclination 
of that his righteouſneſs which conſiſteth in diſperſ- 
ing abroad and giving to the poor, remaineth for ever, 
| in the preceding ſenſe,” while life lafteth,” In bis 
ks of Chriſt's being a 
prieſt for ever, and conſecrated for evermore, five 


influence in the glorified Race, will plead that à //riff - 
and proper  etervity'is intended: without doubt the 
| apoſſlc deſigned that when he applied to Chriſt a 
quoration (from Pf. 45. 6, 7.) in the words of the ſep- 
tuagint ſaying,” thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
oer, &c. and when he ſaid that Chriſt continueth ever, 


„ 


a proper eternity, as when he afſerts, * * he char 4 
the will of God abideth for ever., 


| Theſe are all the places in the Acts, Epiſtles and Re- : 


velation, in which aien occurs in the ſingular number, 
exceptiog Eph. 3. 21. where it-precedes the plural and 
helps. to form one of the ſtrongeſt expreſſions, which 


the devout zeal of the apoſtle Pod os could deviſe for 
glorifying God—* unto him be glory in the church 


by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages world without end,” 


as in the Engliþ. Blackwall in his ſacred claſlics,* 
ſays of this 8 «jt defies any verſion to cor: 
any thing near it, and commands our wonder.“ Dr. 
Doddridge pronounces it, one of St; Paul's ſelf - 
invented and moſt expreſſive phraſes;” and adde, 
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** through all the fear ons of an endleſs eternity, m 
come ſomething near ii; but even this emphatical 
it may ſeem, falls vaſtly ſhort of the fublimicy aod 
ſpirit of the Original.” 

The apoſtle . 4 the plural of gion five times in 


pronouncing the Creator, God, bleſſed for ever, and 


for evermore ;. and in aſcribing 
and once in declaring, Jeſus Chri 
to day, and for ever. Toward the latter end of his 


glory lory to him for ever: 
the 


epiſtle to the Hebrews he writes, „through faith we 
underſtand that the worlds were framed by the word e 


of God :” and in the beginning, that by his Son He 
made the worlds, which ſome would render, He conſti 


tuted the ages, meaning the diſpenſations of the church 
Corinthians, upon 
ges) are come, he 


and world; When he ſays to the 
whom the ends of the eels] 8 
means upon whom the concluding age or laſt diſpen- 


ſation of God to mankind on earth is come. In agree- 
ment herewith Dr. Doddridge hath, but now. once = 
for all at the concluſion - of . bigs a,” inſtead of but 


now once io the end of the world, hath he appeared 


10 par away ſin by the dacrifice of himſelt,”} There 
= ire 
| © Vol. L 7. 64 1280. 1 Heb, * 36. M 7 


fame yeſterday, 
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are interpreters of note, who would render * according 


to the eternal purpoſe which he purpoſed in Chriſt * 


Jeſas our Lord, according to that prediſpoſition of 
the ages, or ſeveral diſpenſations which he made in 


Cbriſt Jeſus: while others prefer the common tranſ- 


lation as agreeing moſt with the meaning of the origi- 


nal. When he mentions of the Epheſians that they 


were quickened together with Chriſt and fo on, that 
God might in the ages to come ſhew the exceeding 
riches of his grace” he means finite periods: and the 
like, when he writes to the Colgſſians of the myſtery il 
which had been hid from ages and generations. But 


when he mentions, *© the hidden wiſdom which God 
_ ordained before the world unto our glory; f and © the 


myſtery which from the beginning of the world hath 


been hid in God,“ he means more than our tranfla- 


tion hath expreſſed, even from eternity, or eternal ages; 
the ſame as when he ſtyles God the King of ages, 
which in our tranſlation is eternal. ]] 
It is frequent for writers, in certain caſes to ſtreng- 
then their expreſſions, by what might otherwiſe be 


ſtyled redundancies : the practice is not only allowable, 


but oratorial. For euer intends to all eternity, and ſo 
doth for ever and ever; and for ever and ever, world 
without end, can intend no more: but there is more 
force in the manner of one than the other, The 


| facred writers uſe different forms to expreſs the ſame 


meaning; and it is done alſo by one and the ſame writer. 
Paul cloſeth his doxologies with two plurals of 
gion in five places, in each they are rendered for ever 
and ever, Peter doth it twice. The noun aion is 
nſed in no other way whatever in the Revelation of 
n, where the plurals occur fourteen times. Our 
rd ofeth them when he faith, © 1 am he that liveth 


and was dead and behold I am alive for evermore :” and 


they 


25 


Preper 
nity is intended: and yet truly all maſt be no evidence 


= 
they are ofed, when it is faid, that he faal reign fo 


ever and ever; and of the ſervants of the Lamb inthe 


New Jeruſalem, that they ſhall reign for ever and euer: 
and five times hen it is aſſerted of God, that he liver 
for ever and ever. They cloſe doxologies three times. 
lo each of theſe eleven inftances ffrict᷑ and et er- 


that grict and proper eternity is intended in the re- 
maining three, hen it is ſaid, © and the fmokeof their 


\ torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever ;* and ber 
ſmoke roſe up ſr ever and ever f f and. the devi 
that deceived chem was caſt into the lake of fire and 

_ brimſtone, where the beaſt and the falſe prophet are, 


9 tormented day and night for ever and 
The moſt mighty reaſons ought to be pro- 
duced for ſuch, liberties with the ph of a 


| ſacred writer. which would not be otherwiſe allowed 


in the caſe of a human author. Should ie be urged, 


that the great whore, whoſe ſmoke is faid to rife up 


for ever and ever, is the fame with fpiricual Ba 

that great city which makes all nations drink of the 
wine of its raging forvication, and chat the ſmoke of 
no city can go up for ever and ever, underſtanding firilt 


| and proper eternity, becauſe after a while it will be 
totally conſumed: it is anſwered, as hath been ob- 


ſerved with regard to Sodom and Gomerrha, that it-is 
ot the buildings fo much as the citizens that are in» 
and beſides, that the great whore, Babylon and 


the” 
community; and it is aſſerted of ghe beaſt and the falſe 


prophet that they are in the lake of fire and brimſtone 
(when the cloſing ſcene hath taken place) where they 


ſhall be tormented day and night for ever and euer 
fo that, though the total deſtruion- of the great city | 


* * included, che n n of the pro- 


fligats 
1 Rer. io 1t, — 19 3» _ 29, 10 N 


aſt are but different names for one and the fame 


( 
fligete and wicked citizens is the main thing intended, 
| ben it is ſaid, and her ſmoke roſe up for ever and 
ever,” The place of torment to which they are con- 
ſigned, is figuratively ſpoken of, as a late of fire and 
brim/tone, in alluſion probably to the kind of puniſhment 
by which divine juſtice was glorified in the deſtruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrha and the neighbouring cities. 
The whole place might for ſome conſiderable time be 
A burning lake, and when the combuſtibles were greatly 
* exhauſted might be extinguiſhed and filled with the 
waters of Jordan and other rivers, agd form that lake, 
which afterwards took the name of the Dead Sea, or 
| Lake of Sodom, The blackneſs of darkneſs, by which Peter 
and Jude repreſent future torments, may alſo be an 
+ alluſion to that horrid darkneſs, with which the whole 
atmoſphere for a vaſt nnmber of miles was probably 
filled, by the ſulphurous ſoot and ſmoke that aſcended 
into it, and might hang over the curſed region, for 
weeks or longer before it was diſperſed, to awe and 
reform the inhabitants of diſtant cities. ed 
It hath been falſely pleaded, that the Greek word 
aidios is more expreſſive of proper eternity than aianios. 
The Seventy never once uſe it, even where they could 
not but be perſuaded that the Hebrew meant proper 
eternity; and in the New Teſtament it is to be met 2 
with only twice, in Romans (1. 20.) where God's eter- 
nal power is mentioned, and in Jude (6 v.) when the 
fallen angels are ſaid to be reſerved in ever /a/ting'ghgios. 
After all that hath been obſerved upon gnolalWaio: 
and aionios, ought we not to apprehend, that the Angel 
meant ict and proper eternity, not only whep he ſpoke 
to Daniel, of them that ſhould awake to everlaſting life, 
but alſo of ihem that ſhould awake to ſhame and ever- 
Taſting contempi*—that John the baptiſt meant the like, 
when he ſays of wicked profeſſors, comparing —_ 


66 oo a aa eee ow e coi ae. a a as 
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chaff for their worthleſſueſs, that Chriſt will burn them 
with anquenchable fireX—our Lord alſo when he 
ſpeaks of ſinners being caſt into hell, zwhere the worm 
 dieth not and the fire is not quenched ;+ of their depart- 
ing into ever/aſting fire prepared for the de vil and his 
angels, and their going into everlaſting puniſhment, 
while the righteous go into life eternal; f and of 
the blaſphemer againſt the holy Ghoſt being ia danger 
of, or liable to efernal damnation”||——the apoltle 
Paul when declaring, that the diſobedient ſhall be pu- 
niſhed at the appearance of Chriſt with everlaſting 
deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord the 
apoſtles Peter and Jude when they aſſert, that for the 
ungodly the blackneſs of darkneſs is reſerved for ever; 
that the angels which kept not their firſt eſtate are 
reſerved in everlaſting chains; and that the inhabitants 
of Sodom and Gomorrha ſuffer the vengeance of eternal 
fire T—and the apoſtle John, when he ſays, „the 
ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever; 
her ſmoke roſe up for ever and ever; the devil, the 
beaſt and the falſe prophet ſhall be tormented for 
ever and ever. ** 

But notwithſtanding the above reaſoniog upon the 
original words; and even though mathematical de- 
monſtration could be given, that their /:teral import 
implied what we mean by Hrict and proper eternity; 
yet, as they are often uſed figuratively, they, who are 
ſet upon denying the real eternity of hell torments, 
would maintain, that when applied to future puniſhments 
they are to be underſtood uratively; and would require 
other arguments to ſupport the doctrine they reject. 

Let us fee then-what was the opinion of Jews and 
Gentiles reſpecting this matter, in the times of our 

i Saviour 


Mat. z. 12. + Mark 9. 43=48. 4 Mat. 26. 41, 46. 
I Mark 3. 29. {$2 Theſſ. 1. 9. J 2 Peter 2. 17. 
Jude 6, 7, 13. % Rev. 14. 11.—19. 3.—20. 10. 


( 82 \ 
Saviour and his pelt les. Philo of Alexandria, the 
hiſtorian and eminent for his learning, ſirnamed Juders 
from his being a Jew, and who flouriſhed about forty 
years after our Lord's birth, when Matthew is ſuppoſ- 
ed to have penned bis goſpel, ſaith, the puniſhment 
of the wicked perſon is to live for ever dying, and 
to be for ever in pains and griefs and calamities that 
never ceaſe.”+ The origitlal Greek tranſlated to be for for 
ever is peculiarly ſtrong ; we have no Engli/b word to 
anſwer it, was one coined upon the occaſion to efernatize 
might be adopted. Dr. Scott writes © had the ſcrip- 


ture ſaid, in our modern ſtyle, that the reprobate thall MW 


be ever dying, and yet never die, there might have 
been ſome colour of argument, and it might bave been 
inferred, that, though a never-ceaſing- miſery is not 
expreſſed in ſo many words, it is ſtill, from the ſcripture- 
phbraſeology, neceſſarily implied.” | It will be noted by 
the reader, that Ph:/o's expreſſions are almoſt the very 
ſame with Hall be ever dying, and yet never die, and 
therefore the latter is not a modern but ancient ſtyle, 
nearly as old if not older than any part of the New 
Teſtament; and though no part of it, yet is to be 
regarded as declaring the ſentiment of many of the 
firſt men among the Jews. And that this was the 
ſentiment of that ſet which was had in the greateſt 
repute by them, viz. the Phariſees, is confirmed by 
Joſephus who ſurvived the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and informs as, © the Phariſees beld, that the ſouls 
of the wicked were to be puniſhed with perpetual 
puniſhments, and that there was appointed for them 

a u petuoi priſon.“ ] The word aidios, which he uſes, 
| . muſt 
N Mangey's edition of bis works, vol. 2. p. 419. 

+ Ditto p. 420. London 1742. + Vol. 2. 341, 342. 
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z muſt mean perpetual as expreſſive of proper eternity ; 


or he gives an uncertain unintelligible ſound, inſtead of 


informing us what the Phariſees held. That this opi- 


nion of theirs was not peculiar to them or the Jews, is 


plain from what Ovid, who died ſixteen years before 


our Lord's crucifixion, ſaith in his /bzs (lines 196, 197.) 

Nec mortis pœnas mors altera finiet hujus: 

Horaque erit tantis ultima nulla malis. 

Hereid he declares that no future death ſhall put an 
end to the pains and penalties of that death, to which 
the wicked ſhall be doomed; and that there will be 
no laſt hour to ſuch great evils. He was too de- 
bauched a libertine te believe it for his own part 
but he gives us the common notion of the day : | 
doth Seneca, who was murdered by Nero anno 4 — 
65, when in his Hercules Furens he makes Amphytrio alk 


Thbeſeus adviſing him to refrain from human blood, — 


CTerius incluſos tenet 
Lone nocentes? uique fert fama, impios 
Sopplicia vinculis ſæva perpetuis domant? | 

What! doth ſome certain place confine the guilty ? ' 


: and, as common report faith, do dreadful puniſhments 
keep * wicked under in perpetual (or everlaſting) 


chains? | 
Collins in his Diſcourſe of free.thinking (p. 26) aſſerts 


the evil of ſuperſtition is now much increaſed, and 
men are under greater terrors and uneaſineſs of mind, 


than Pagans of old poſſibly could be, when they thought 
they hazarded leſs,” Dr. Bentley, io his 2 1ſt Remark“ 
upon Collins, anſwers, * this manifeſtly ſhews, that he 


thinks eternal torments were never imagined in the 


Pagan ſcheme, but were firſt iatroduced by Chriſtianity. 


15 conrrary. The vulgar in 3 univerſallx 


delie ved 


* My acknowledgments are here made to 4 Doctor's name 
ſake at Cambridge, for having directed me to this Remark 
tn the College Library. | 


re. 


believed them, as his friend n would have | 


told him in expreſs terms. 
Nam, fi certam finem eſſe viderent 
| Frumnarum homines, aliqua ratione valerent 
Relligionibus atque minis obſiſtere vatum: 
Nunc ratio nulla eſt reſtandi, nulla facultas; 
Aternas quoniam PoENas in morte timendum, 
: 1 B. l. 108, 
[ For, if men could ſes there would be a certain end 
of their miſeries, they would by ſome means or other 


get rid of the religions and threatnings of prieſts. 


At preſent there is no way, no power of ſtanding out 
againſt them; becauſe, truly, eternal puniſhments at 
death are to be dreaded. ] 
*'Tis ſo falſe what our author lays down, that the 
Pagan religion gave leſs uneaſineſs in life becauſe they 
| thought they bazarded leſs after death than we chrif- 


tians think we do, that its certain they thought bad 
men hazarded as much and good men obtained infi- | 


nitely leſs.” 

A queſtion ariſes, Did our n or his A poſtles 
contradict this common nation? Nothing of that 1 kind 
appears from the New Teſtzment; and the Papiſts 


pretend not to have any thing of it among the arcana 
of oral traditions ; for. as hath been already noted, tho? 


they hold a purgatory, they admit that abandoned 


wicked graceleſs ſpirits will be perpetually tormented. 


Had our Saviour thought, chat the age was not ripe 
for the diſcovery of the non eternity of hell torments; 


and that it was prudent to let the vulgar opinion pre- 
vail, till the remarkable out · pouring of the Spirit and 
the clearer inſtructions following upon it, had pre- 


pared the way for that particular diſcovery z his cha- 


racter as the great * of the church might have 


been 


* 6 died, aged forty four, and fifty four years before 


the birch of our Lord. 


- 


1 

been capable of a full vindication, had he been /ilent 
upon the matter: but what will be thought, ſuppoſing 
the opinion to have been abſolutely falſe, ſhould he be 
found to have ſpoken ſo as to confirm the vulgar in 
their fal? opinion, and to have lett his Apoliles to do 
the ſame ? 

Our Lord was far from ſparing the Phariſees through 
fear of their reſentment : no deſigu of conciliating 
their regards could induce him to countenance their 
errors : when alone with his diſciples we muſt conclude 
that he would be the furtheſt from doing-it; and yet we 
find by Mark, that in ſuch a circumſtance, he appears 
to labour at impreſſing the minds of his followers 
With the idea, that future puniſhments were really per- 
petual, it is better for thee to enter into life maimed 
than to go gpto hell, into the fire thai never ſhall be 
quenched ; w ere their worm dietb not, and the tire is 
not quenched :** and again, © than to be caſt into hell, 
into the fice that never ſhall be quenched 5 where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is nut quenched -” and the 
third time, chan to be caſt into heil-fire ; where theic 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” Malthew, _ 
in his abridged account of this matter, mentions only 
hell-fire and ever/aſi:ng fire. * That the diſciples 
might not ſlight the pains of hell they are compared 
to a worm and to fire on account of the exquiſite for- 
ment, that the gnawings of the one and the burnings 
of the other produce vpon living bodies; and not ou 
account of the deſtruclion that either occaſion to dead 
carcaſes that feel no pain, That they might not ima- 
gine, theſe pains would end after a while, for as much 
as a-material worm dieth and proper fire goeth oor, 
our Lord ſaith, their worm dieth not and the fire is 
not quenched, and he repeats is again and again—the _ 
einen of ſuch perpetual _ to the worm and 

| to 


. Matt. 18. 8, 9. 


— 


1 5 
to the fire, manifeſted alſo, that the worm and the fire 


were to be taken figuratively; which muſt moreover 
appear with reference to the worm from hence, that a 


ral worm can live but a moment in the fire; and if 


the fire muſt be underſtood metaphorically, there is. 
equal or ſuperior reaſon for ſuppoſing the fame of the 
worm. How little ground then had Dr. Scott to ſay, 


 * 28 to that conſtruction, which ſome modern writes 


have put upon this worm, as though it ſhould relate 
to the remorſe of conſcience, it requires no other reply 
than this, that it is a mere arbitrary interpretation, that 
has no proof or warrant from the ſcripture uſe of this 
phraſe. * Would leiſure and opportunity admit, pro- 
bably it might be ſhewn, that the conſtruftion of ſome 
modern writers is the ſame with that of ſome ancient 
ones; and that the Dr. has failed here, as much as 
before, in his mode /n Hyle. But to pronounce, * it re- 


quires no other reply than this, thar it is a mere arbi- 


trary interpretation,” is tantamount to telling us, that 


we muſt underſtand it literally, which obliges us to 


embrace an abſurdity ; how much eaſier to conceive it 
alludes to the gnawings of conſcience | and how ſtriking 
the. alluſion! However, a careful judicious reader of 


| Dr. Scotts ſermons will apprehend, that the Dr's head 
Vis ſtrangely poſſeſſed with the notion that hell-fire 


was res} and material; and that much of his reaſoving 
 #gaiaſt the wicked's s being eternally puniſhed is built 
apon that notiou — a notion evidently ſubverted by our 
Lords ſaying, that in the day of judgment the accurſed 
ſhall depart into everla/ling fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. How material fire by any preparation 


can torment the devil and his angels muſt exceed the. 


comprehenſion of every mortal; if the accurſed then 


are io be puniſhed in the ſame fire with them, ve 


| eught to underſtand the term fire in a ee. ſenſe, 
2 vel. 2. p. 352. | 


for 


( 


bor that mifery which the wrath of an offended God 


kindleth. But ſhould we grant, that the bodies of the 

wicked will be conſumed and burnt up by the fire of 

hell, be it what it may, a difficulty ftil] remainerh, viz; 

can the ſpirits of ſuch bodies be alſo conſumed or burat 

up. by ſuch fire in length of time, without any uni- 
bllating act of the divine Being? If they are mere 
ſpirits, then it appeareth to me impoſſible aud as to 

their being ſtruck out of exiſtence by an annihilating 
act of God the ſcripture appears to be totally ſilennt 
upon the head. It may be urged in ſupport of their 
being totally deſtroyed, that Foby the baptiſt compares 
them to chaff, which fire will, of courſe, burn up a. 
getber. But it muſt be noted, that he uſes the com- 
pariſon in accommodation to the other parts of che 
ſimile he hath 8 recourſe to, while ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
« whoſe fan, he fays, is in his hand, and who will 
thoroughly purge his floor.” Dr. Doddridęe in his 
note upon the place, faith, as to the phraſe of burning. 
the chaff with anquenchable fire, Mr. Horberry has 

- obſerved with his utual-accuracy of judgment ( Enquiry 
into the Duration of future Puniſpment,* Ch. 1. No.1,2 ) 
that it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with all views of 

the Refloratian of the wicked ; and that however the / 


Y 

phraſe of being conſumed like chaff might ſeem to-favour | 
che dodtrine of their annibilation (which, nevertheleſs, / 
it is certain no puniſhment of mind or body can of itſelf | 
effect) the epithet of unquencbable given to this fire is 

; ſo far from proving it, imat it cannot by any eaſy and 
juſt interpretation be reconciled with it.“ 50 
1 Our Lord compares the kingdom of heaven to a 

| net, that was caſt into the ſea, and gathered of every 

- kind; which when it was fall, the 6ſherwen drew 10 
4 | ſhore 

_ L hare dated after, but have not 158 able to get a ſight 


of this author, and ſhould be greatly — to an 
. IM 2" OY 
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SG hore and ſat down, and gathered the good into veſſelg, 
3 but caſt the bad away. So ſhall it be, ſaith our Lord, 
nagt the end of the world; the angels ſhall come forth, 
and. ſever. the wicked from among the juſt, and ſhall 
caſt them into the furnace of fire, there ſhall be wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth.“ x The Dr. gives us this note 
upon it, © the word which we render bad, generally 
ſigniſies corrupt ot putrid, and ſeems an alluſion to the 
' drawing up ſome dead ſiſb in a net with the living. 
i Mr. Horberry juſtly obſerves, that this in the ſtrongeſt 
Þ =| terms repreſents the hopeleſs ſtate of ſinners at laſt.” + 
__ Our Lord did further confirm the opinion of the 
Pharijees reſpecting the perpetuity of future torments, 
When, a few days before his crucifixion, he cloſes his 
1 repreſentation of the laſt judgment with ſaying, and 
| BENS Fm. theſe (the accurſed) ſhall go away into everlaſting 
1 puniſhment, but the fighieous into life eternal? It was 
impoſſible, after what he had taught them before, and 
conſidering the known doctrine of the Phariſees, that 
his diſciples could, without a particular caution to 
| direct them, apprehend, that the puniſhment of the 
$55 wicked might, cr was to be of ſhorter duration than 
„ the life of the righteous, the adjective applied to both 
being one and the ſame in the original; and that 
eternal life was meant to expreſs a glorious immortality, 
and neceſſarily implied proper eternity hath been 
— %... | 
Thus it appears, that our Lord inftead of contra- 
dicting, or even being ſilent as to the common notion 
of the proper eternity of future puniſhmeot, contributed 
by his very expreſſions; and the circumſtances attend- 
ing them, to eſtabliſh it. We may obſerve alſo, that 
the apoſtles after the miraculous effuſion of the holy 
8 : Spirit, and their being fully inſtructed in the things of 
: =; | | | 8 5 relig ion, 
Mark 13. 47, 48, 9. . n 
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of eternal puniſhments would be a. grand obſtacle to 
the propagating of chriſtianity, and that the contrary | 


(%) 


of the word de/truttion, which ſeems to imply che being 


put out of exiſtence; it is anſwered, that everlaſting 
/ deſtruction evidently means the ſame with everlaſting 


puniſhment, which is ſtited deſtruction, not in reference 
to the wicked's being ſtruck our of exiſtence, but to 
the deſtruction of all his comforts, when, as the apoſtle 


teaches elſewhere, God ſhall render co him, by Chriſt 
the Judge, indigaation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguith. Conſidering the numder of Gentile converts, 

end that the goſpel diſpenſation was deſigned for all 
people, had the apoſtles thought, that future puniſh- 


nts were not properly eternal, and that the doctrine 


was a truth which it was profitable upon the whole to 
proclaim moſt audibly, that every body might hear it, 


+ and not have ferrors propojed to them that exceed belief 


—we wuſt conclude that they would have declared 
thernſelves freely and explicitly upon the head ; 


whereas they evidenily join with their Lord in con- 


tenaueing and eſtabliſhing the common opinion of the 


day, that future puniſhments were really everlaſting. 
Indeed if they are nor'ſiriftly fo, the uſe of the word 
everlaſting or eternal. always one and the fame in the 
original (excepting the 1wo places above mentioned 


where aidios occurs) is, not to ſay worſe, little leſs than 


trifling; the ſame may be obſerved of the terms, that 
dieth not aud that is not quenched. When it is ſaid, 


that the worm dieth not, that the fire is not quenched, 
that ic is everlaſting, that the puniſhment is everlaſting, 


aud that the chajos are everlaſling——the aſcription of | 
theſe per petua! qualities is defigned to excite ſpecial. 


Ry but _— Lane terror is juſtly cxciced, by 
N . theic 
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here teach contrary to what the Phari. 
ſhes held. Should it be pleaded, that Pau! makes uſe 
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their being perpetual, if the party puniſhed is i 


deſtroyed or after a while eſcapes by a change of place. 


Per petuity is nothing to the purpoſe, is of no avail at 


all, when a total deſtruction is effected, or the ſufferer 
has got out of hell for ever. 


The avſwer quoted (p. 2 2, 23 to is aſide the argu- | 


ment draws from its being ſaid their worm. dieth rot, 
and the fire is not quenched,” js, in expreſſions different, 


but in meaning the ſame with what Mr. Rich: raſon 


gate above a hundred years ago, viz. „fire may be 
ſaid to be everlaſting, when it doth got go out, till the 


combuſtible matter is conſumed.“ To which it was 


replied, that, « at. this rate of arguing, his own beard 
might be called an everlaſting beard, as it was capable 


of growing while the nourithing matter laſted ; and 


chat the flame of a farthing candle might be called an 


everlaſting fire, lice it would laſt till che wick was. 5 


ſpent, a 


The reader is defired Nikewiſe,) to ccolles: the- foig: 


ture repreſentation of the cloſing ſcene, with which 


all human affairs finiſh, When the ſecond advent of 
our Lord commenceth, then is the hour in which all 
chat are in their graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall 


come forth, they that have done goed unto the reſur- 
. retion of life, and they that have done. evil to the 


reſurrection of damnation, The quick and the dead 


ate judged by him; and he renders to every man 
according to his deeds. The period employed in this 
moſt ſolemn and intereſting tranſattion—grand beyond 


deſcription affecting beyond conception — is ſtiled 


the day of judgment : but of how long continuance is 


matter of uncertain conjeclure, being reſerved among 


the arcana of heaven. On its, ending, the accurſed 


go away into everlaſtiog puniſhment ; and the righ- 


teous into eternal life; anſwerable o the irre verſible 
e ſentence | 
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| ſentence of the vinka Judge. And thus all human © 
affairs terminate, and ate fixed - the ſcene cloſes—— 
aud all expectation of a neu late of probation, and of 

a new ſentence is ſer aſide, 
The pamphlet (p.24.) ſpeaks of: hell as the next Pate, | 
_ whereio, though'® the ſufferings of the wicked will be 
exceedingly great in degree, as well as long in duration,” 
they are really under a' merciful and gracious diſpenſa 
tion, as it is,” in order that they may be the willing. 
people of God.” How far condemning the wicked to 

72 the puniſhmenis of hell, is placing them anew 
_ a merciful and gracious diſpenſation, let ever 

one judge for himſelt! But when it is added“ nor 

will they be delivered from their /ufering till this is 
effected, i. e. till they are made the willing people of | 
God“ all expectation of their being delivered is at 
ad end ; and the main objections againſt the prepeß Y 
eternity of bell torments are vircually abandoned. It 
the wicked may be pnniſhed in hell, till they become | 
holy ang are fit for heaven; then in cafe they become 

not holy, God can conſiſtently with his juſtice goodneſs 
and other attributes, poniſh them everlaſlingly. Should - 
they be thus everla/tingly puniſhed, it is for ſis com- 
mitted in this world, or becauſe of their continuing 
' to fin: if ſor the former, then they may be ever/a/lingly 
puniſhed for temporary crimes : if for the latter, they 
are continued perpetually in a Nate of ſuffering, with- 
out the divine Being's preventing. it, through bene vo- | 
lence, by-ſtriking them out of exiſtence, 

Loet it be now noted, that it is morally impoſlible, 
that their ſufferings in bell ſhould make them the wrll- . 
ing people of Cod. lo the worſt of company, with the 
deyil add his angels, ſurrounded by accurſed perſons 
like themſelves, and net a ſengle holy foul in the Place; 4 
| how can it 1 thought, that they will learn to "They 8 1 

i ä 2 


. „ 
They go to the place of torments with fixed. babies of 
wickedneſs. Is it the nature of choſe puniſhments, 
which occaſion wailing and gnaſhing of teeth; to pro- 
duce holy diſpoſitions, full acquieſcence in the govern · 
ment of heaven, and love to God? Do ſuch 
puniſhments in general take this effect upon earth. 
that we may look for the like in hell; or is it not 
the very reverſe? From what we ko by preſent 


experience, may we not fear that the torments of bell 


will excite rage and rancour of heart, add lead on to 
the moſt horrid blaſphemies? "The gentlemen, who. 
hold the Salvation of all men, it is judged, exclude all - 

tive operation of the Almighty in effectiag holy © 


diſpoſitions, under the notion of its being „ 


wigh moral agency: we muſt. not therefore admit of 


any ſuch operation in hell; the damned then are left 


to the full influence of their wicked habits, in a ſtate 


that hath a natural rendeney to ſtrengthen them; fo 


that we muſt deſpair of their ever being made, by 
ſuffering, the willing a of God; or rather, of their 
being induced, by their ſuffering, to make tbemſelves ſo. 
However could we believe, that it might happen with 
reſpect to many or the majority; yet ſhould a /ingle 
ſoul remain poſſeſſed of wicked principles, and continue 
everlaſtingly in the place of torments, the ſcheme of 
Univerſal Salvation is fallacious. Yea, ſhould any one - 
ot the fallen angels continue everlaſtingly there, then 
the chief arguments, againſt the proper eternity of hell 


torments, would be thereby proved to be futile. Ie 


might be aſked, if the pains of hell are calculated to 
produce holineſs, how comes it to paſs, that we have 


0 intimation, that ſome of the fallen aogels, who know = 


alſo what the Joſs of heaven meaneth; have at length 
dy their ſufferings learnt< obedience, recovered their 
Wtue and Wer rener to e What WR 
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; ſome others N of rhis e | 


5 =” » i. 
the opinion of the fayourers of Univerjal Salvatian 
wich regard to the wicked at death, whether they fall 
aſleep, not io awake till the day of judgment, or are 
conveyed to a place of puniſhment, may nor wry 2 — 
publiſbed as yet ; but ſhould the wicked go to hell 
upon dying, agreeable to the repreſentation made i in 
the parable of the rich libertine, we may conclude, 
that there is no hope of their being made the willing 

ople of God by their ſufferings. They that wilt have 
died five thouſand years before the day of judgment, 


; will be then condemned to the puniſhment of: hell for 


| the wicked deeds done in the body: but if they had, 
within that period of ſuffering, learnt to fear and love 
God, are we to.ſuppoſe, they would be: ſeat again to 
hell, being already -fit for heave ? It is more reaſen- 
able to think, that they continue io their diſembodiel 
ſtate, during the intermediate ſpace between death and 
judgment, impenitent, without undergoing a change of 
moral character. Who will may believe, that it vill be 
afterwards effecled, by their ſuffering in bodies to which 


they have been united by the reſurrection. 


No other anſwer need be given to Dr. Hartley's 
affertion, that “it does not appear from the writings 
of the moſt ancient fathers, that they conſtrued the 
texts that ſpeak of the ſuture puniſhment in the never- - 
ending ſenſe ;” thao that Dr. Watts writes; It is 
really an impoſition upon unlearned readers to Fee 
that the doctrine which denies the eierniiy of the 


8 puniſhmenis of hell, yas the common ſenſe of 


primitive fathers, though it is granced that Origen and 


= Wattis World to come, vol. 2. Gf 325 Dr. Watts might 


word himſelf thus guardedly © might be of this opinion 
_ reaſan of what ſome writers on the Contreverſy- be ve 
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It has been already ſhewn, that Origen end Cement 
were notorious for introducing ioto the church the 


pagan philoſophy and vain deceif, that Dr. Hartley 
complains of, as what might prove introductory to the 


belief of the abſolute eternity of puniſhment: from: 
whence it would rather follow, upon the De's reaſon - 


ing, that the denial of ſuch abſolute eternity, if truly 


imputed to Origen and Clement, was owing to the pagan ' 


philoſophy and vin deceit he alludes to. Ir would 


have been much more to the purpoſe could the Dr. 
bave faid, that the denial of this never-ending ſenſe of 


fature puniſhment io the ancient creeds, ſhews that it 


was no original doctrine; but the mere omiſſion of this 


never: ending ſenſe in ſoch creeds, rather ſhews that it 


was an original doctrine, inſtead of the contrary, - and 
that it was generally admitted, and therefore the 


infertion of i it was needle * 
; 1 he: 


and aeg of hereſies; har whateyer | enemies he had 
_while living, their hatred of him was not grotinded on hetero- 


dox, or fi agular, opinions laid to his charge, büt took its riſe - 

that the 

common charge againſt him was not heard of till A long 
time after his death, when his writings might be eonſiderably 
interpolated and corrupted (as other ancient writings - 2 


from envy at his growing reputation and uſefulneſs; 


that his books of Principles are extant only in a Latin tran 
lation not to be depended upon, and thoſe publiſhed by. Mues, 
are commonly ſuppoſed to be in ſeveral places corrupred ; 
that his eight books againſt Celſus, which he wrote in his 
old age, and are come down to us rather more pure than 
any other of his works, contain nothing clearly favourable 
to the opinion aſcribed to him, but much that is inconfiſtent 
therewith.” It bas been much queſtioned whether Grigenand 
| Clement of Alexandria did really and ſteadily believe, that 
devils and damned men would be at length reſtored to the 
| favour of God. Cement is charged with this by Le Clerc, 
and ſome few others. But tho” he refers to Plato, as ob- 
— 8 that God inflicts no puniſhment but for the good of 
his creatures, tis not deducible from any _ he ſays, * 
be * of t this as true W 


— 


==! <( 99) 
M Is contents * the pamphlet entitled Seleidtion for 
- all Men, &c. &c. have been, it is hoped, fully and fairly 


A * 


The arguments brought to prove the proper eternity 
| of hell torments, ſhould they not ſilence every objection, 
are ſufficienc to evince the wiſdom and prudence of 
not hazarding any thing oh the poſlibiliry of the 
contrary doctrine. 
No man of common ſcoſe and onderſtandiog can be 
S juſtified in allowing himſelf to live in vicious courſes, 
+ and other than the ſcriptures preſcribe, on ihe per- 
adventure that ever laſting puniſhment is uo more iban 
a figurative expreſſion for an indefinite time ; and 
09 the preſumptioti of his learnivg to be boly in hell 
among devils and damned ſpiriis, ſhould he omit doing 


| a 


on ſtate of probation. 
But ſhould it be doubied, whether farore puniſhment 
is properly eternal; yet the Salvation of all Men is a 
diſlinct ſubject, and may be abſolutely falſe, though the 
damned ſhould not be always ſuffering. The evidence 
of ſcripture againſt the Salvation of all Men is fo full 
and expreſs, that no dependance can be had upon any 
doctrine of revelation, if not on that which teaches, 
that ſome individuals will never be admitted to the 
enſoy ment of everlaſting happineſt Whatever becomes 
of them, they will hot be ſuffered to enter the beaven- 
ly paradiſe; or the word of God, is, as the Papiſts tell 
us, a noſe of wax that may be formed into any ſhape, 
and. requires an infallible interpreter; whom, though 
they pretend to poſſeſs, they are not agreed io; it 
being a queſtion agitated among them, whether ii is the 
Pope in his owg perſon, or a general council, or the 
church Cam or the Fope and a general council in 
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it under all the ſuperior advantages attending the pre. | 


canvaſſed. May it not be thought, chat the following re- 
flections will occur to one or another upon the occaſion? 


= 


— 
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jung ion. It moſt be the height of folly antics 5 
r perſon- to encourage himſelf in any evil präctice 
carth, from the preſent eaſe, pleaſure or profit it 
afford him; under an apprehenfion, that, after _ 
c | Having ſuffered for a longer or ſhorter period in heil, 
_ FR | he ſhall remove to heaven, where kis happineſs wilt 
W be the better flavoured: by reaſon of the miſeries | 
ns through which he hath paſſed. Muſt not a cooduQt © | 
Wt: of this kind evidence à greater lunacy, than what ſub- F 
. multitudes to conſinement! 3 
The pamphlet bath a natural tendeney, by boldiag 'P 
forth a diſtaut never ending bappitieſs io every o,. 
though wicked in the highe/? poſſible degree, to encous "| 
tage the indulgence of paſſions, ſubverſive of family.and --, | 
civil goverument, and of the moſt deſtru&ive quality + 9 
and therefore is in itſelf pernicious beyond expreſſion, | 
a2ꝛ nd more eſpecially fo at the preſent particnlar time, 
's wherein liberty hath too univerſally degenerated into . 
”  heenriouſoeſs.  Whether"ic hath mended or — | 
[ the morals of individuals, aud made them better of”; 
worſe buſbands, parents, children, neighbours, citizens, 
or chriſtiaus, is not below the attention of thoſe det 
eſpouſe it. 
What can we thiok of thoſe bisher who, oppres- 
hending the doctrine of Univer/al Salvation to be 
_ Ccripiurat (got withſtandiog the countenance our Lora * I. 
and his Apoſtles gat to the contrary) undertake t“ 
; Publiſh it, as — the houſe-top, for a toboleſame doc- 24 I 
trive, though they baye not the example of their Lord 
and his apoſtles 16 warrant them? — that they are dor 4 
arrived at years of diſcretion'? or, that they have peſt 
them? If happily. ſo grounded in the love of virtue oy 
do veed no terrors, they might have confidered __ 
mie bulk of mankind, and in mercy . 2 71 
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